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TO 
THE REVEREND 
WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 


'DEAR SIR, 


TE money incloſed f is by way 


of ſubſcription, to defray the expences of 
publiſhing your Sermon, preacheg | this morn- 


ing, which we would beg leave to call The 
Funeral os Arminiani 8 


Requeſted by 


| Yours arte b in the Cauſe of Truth, 


$UNDAY Noon, 


| MARCH 13, 1791. J. BEST, N 
. J. DAVIDSON, 
JOHN BRAYNE, 
G. TERRY, | 
J. ALDRIDGE, _ 
JOHN STEPHENSON. 
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rr ants Deal 
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Meſſis. Beſt Davidſon, Prayne, ” Te erry, 
Aldridge, and Stephenſon, 


DEAR FRIENDS; 


J Am willing to comply with your requeſt: but, 
1 as the text never ſtruck my mind till laſt night 
going to bed, it could not be ſuppoſed that I could 
be very conciſe on the delivery of ſo long a ſubject: 


nor can it be expected as I could not fit down im- 
mediately to pen the ſubject while it was freſh on 
my mind, but was obliged to preach another diſ- 
courſe before I began to write this—that I can re- 
tain, by ſtrength of memory, every particular of a 
diſcourſe nearly two hours long, ſo as to expreſs i it 
verbatim as it was delivered. - I believe you will 
have the ſubſtance of it, with a little more conciſe- 
neſs or method, and with a good deal leſs power. 


| However, 
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5 However, I ſhall confine myſelf as cloſely as 1 


© poſſibly can to my text. I ſhall uſe plain dealing; 


: 


and, fuch as it is, I hope you will receive it from 
one who ſerves you in Chriſt Jeſus, with as much 
or more ſatisfaction than you can expreſs yourſelves - 
to be ſerved, 'by fo unworthy a Servant as > : 
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1 my heal nn the at my 2 


and publiſhing the Funeral of Arminianiſm 
while it is ſtill alive in the world, and as likely to 


live as ever, &c. my anſwer is, I know that Ar- 


minianiſm muſt die, ſooner or later, to. make way 


for the everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt: and therefore 20 


am come beforehand, not to anoint it to it's back; 
but to preach it's funeral; for it is all the faſhion, 


. now-a-days, to preach funerals over great Bodies, whe- 


ther it be the body of the beaſt, or the Sd of Chriſt. 


The antient Prophets were often beforehand with | 


their funerals. The Prophet Iſaiah preached he 


funeral- ſermon of the King of Babylon ſome hun- : 


dred years before he was born: you have his funeral 


_ diſcourſe in his fourteenth chapter. 


The Prophet Nahum preached the funeral of 
Rabſhakeb, the wicked cou n and of the * 


"of . | | 22 

vs " = 

. 5 - * In 2 70 
+ : * . £ 4 f « oh 


viii - TO THE READER. 
of H ria, his maſter, and attended him by pro- 
phecy even to his grave. Nabum, 1. 14. ow 
Daniel preached the funeral of the Man of Sin, 

and of his myſtical body of Papiſts. Dan. vii. 11. 
* And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt preached the funeral 
% of all the Scribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites; and 
he provided means for them to fill up their meaſure, 
declared they ſnould never find him, and promiſed 
23 them the damnation of hell. And we know that 
all doctrinal lyes, and all liars, muſt be buried, 
ſooner or later; therefore, any body may preach 
the funeral of ſuch 0 ſyſtem, if they do but ſtick 
5 | oF cloſe to the truth. 2 ſhall abide by my text; and b 
1 hope my reader will well 3 the ſubject. | 


1 i by faithful Servant he Goh 


| WINCHESTER . a Wa, HUNTINGTON. 


Ac MARCH 145 ** 
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ISAIAH, . 3% 8 7 


THE VILE PERSON SHALL. NO MORE BE CALLED rm n= oy 
THE CHURL BE SAID TO BE BOUNTIFUL. | 8 - 


FOR THE VILE PERSON WILL SPEAK VILLAINY,. AND HIS HEART 
WILL WORK INIQUITY, TO. PRACTISE: HYPOCRISY, AND ro 
UTTER ERROR AGAINST THE LORD;z TO MAKE EMPTY THE 
' SOUL OF THE HUNGRY, AND HE WILL CAUSE THE DRINK or 
THE THIRSTY TO FAIL, 


THE INSTRUMENTS ALSO OF THE envnr ARE ken! UE nDevis- 
ETH WICKED, DEVICES, TO DESTROY- THE; POOR WITH LYING 5 
WORDS, EVEN WHEN THE NEEDY SPEAKETH RIGHT, | 


BUT-THE LIBERAL DEVISETH LIBERAL THINGS, AND 'BY LIBS- 
RAL THINGS SHALL HE STAND, 


F 4 $-þ 
* K 0 Pp — 


"IR 


_— 


HIS 8 begins with the glorious reign. 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

"Bebolld, a. King ſhall reign-in righteouſneſs! "The * 

word bebold is affixed to it; which ſtands as an hand 2 

poſt to direct us to Him that is the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life. The uſe that is made of it is, in the 

geagral, | to * us to ſomething of the greateſt 


RE 
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importance: as, when the Saviour's Conception 
and Incarnation are mentioned, they are uſhered in 
with a- | 
Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son! 
When ſalvation from fin, by his Sacrifice, and the 
Blood of his Croſs, is pointed at, it is with a— 
| Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin 
of the world! At the firſt entrance of Divine 
Power into the heart of a _ or a backllidden 
ſaint, it is with 
Behold, I ftand at he 3 and knock! A 4 King 
Hall reign in righteouſneſs. Jeſus is King over all 
the earth. His reign of Providence /is univerſal, 
Ile is heir of all things. All power is given to him. 
And he has power over all fleſh; and for this end, 
that he may give eternal ti N Jo as mm as the Taler 
bas given bim. 
But, as King of N be: reigns ok i in Zion: 
chat is his metropolis, the city of the Great King; 
b. and upon that holy bill 1 it hath d God x to fer 
dis. 
3 He is a king chat loves righteouſneſs, and * 
wickedneſs; and is ſure to reward the former, and 
| ſeverely puniſh the latter. And, as he is arighteous 
King, ſo all his ſubjects are righteous perſons: 
Thy people alſo ſhall be all righteous ; they ſhall in- 
 berit the land for ever; the Branch of my lanting, 
be work of my hands, that I may be glorified, Iſa. 
Tr nh 21. His SO ſet 12 in che hearts of his 
| A Eh dad bak bo Popes 
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pes de, and all his ſubjects a e reconciled by his 
blood, juſtified by his righteouſneſs, and renewed 
by his Spirit. Hence his kingdom is ſaid to be in 
righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. It is 
the application and experience of theſe things that 
makes a man a loyal and a joyful ſubject of this 

King. Add to this, that he ſets up an empire of 

grace in the hearts of his people; which, by the 
will of God, and through the righteouſneſs and 
| obedience of himſelf, ſhall reign to eternal life, as 
ſure as ever fin reigned unto death by the diſobedi- 
ence of Adam. To the fulneſs of grace in this 
King, my dear friends, we muſt look, whenever 
Satan tempts, or ſin prevails, . 

Aud princes ſhall rule in judgment. In alluſion to 
the Seventy Elders 1 in the Wilderneſs. The Lord 
Jeſus appointed, once and again, ſeventy diſciples, 
and ſent them forth, two by two. And, in alluſion 
to the Twelve Princes of the Twelve Tribes, he choſe 
Twelve Apoſtles, who, under Him, were to be the 
chief founders of; and rulers in, the Goſpel Church. 


Not that the dignity of a Prince is confined entirely - 


to them: no; this honour have all his ſaints. This 
c gone is applicable to all the Saviour's ſeed, ac- 
cording to the promiſe — Iuſtead of thy fathers, ſhall 

be thy children, whom thou mayeſt make PRINCES in 


| all the earth, Pfalm xlv. 16. In ancient times, 


there was much ſaid about the fathers of the Mefſiah: | 
he was to be the ſon of Adam, of Noah, of Abra- 


% 
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ham, of Ifaac, of Jacob, of Judah, of David, ge. 
but, after his incarnation, inſfead of thy fathers, ſhall 
Be thy children, whom thou mayeſt make Princes in all 
the earth, The title 1s. applicable, therefore, to 
every poor ſinner who is humbled in the duſt, who 
ſupplicates a throne of grace in humble prayer, 
and obtains mercy from the God of our ſalvation. 
He raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and liſteib up 
the beggar from the dunghill, to jet them among 
Princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory, 
I IT. ii. 8. 
Such Princes ſpall rule in judgment not in the 
225 but in the Church, like the Princes of the 
Sanftuary; they being a royal prieſtbood, or kings 
and prieſts, The miniſters of the Goſpel are rulers 
over the Houſhold of Faith, to give them a por- 
tion of meat in due ſeaſon; and the members are 
to try leſſer cauſes, and to judge between brother 
and brother, without going to law before the unbe- 
. tievers. And this ruling is to be op LS 
In judgment, according to the ſentence or judg- 
ment of God in his word; and by righteous perſons, 
Whoſe judgment is "paſt, and who have gone from 
Acath to life, or paſſed from a condemned to a juſti- 
fied ſtate by faith. And it is to be done under the 
- influence of the Spirit, who is to guide into all truth, 
ſhew the ſentence of Scripture in the caſe, and ſo be 
a Spiri; of judgment to them that fit in judgment, 8 
well as of . to thei that turn the Cs to the - 


pate. — 5 
„ 5 | And 
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And a man ſhall be an hiding-place from the wind: 
which ſometimes ſignifies wars and commotions, 
that often fall upon a nation for the abuſe of the « 
Goſpel, and rejection of the Saviour; not to purify 

and try, as is ſometimes the caſe, but to deſtroy. A 
dry wind, neither to fan nor to cleanſe. By wind, 
| ſometimes, error is meant—falſe gales, raiſed up by 

| the Devil, in order to blow the ſmoke of the bot- 
tomleſs pit into ſinners eyes, that they may not be- 

hold the way of the vineyards, nor find their way to 


the city. Hence the Divine caution, Be not blowed 


jo and fro with every wind of doctrine. It is a goog- 
thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed with Grace, As 
falſe doctrines are compared to wind, the Devil raiſes 
them, in imitation of the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
' which is compared to the blowing of the wind; and 
with a glorious ruſhing, like the wind, he deſcended 
on the day of Pentecoſt, when he filled the Apoſtles | 
with his power and grace, This power the Devil 
tries to imitate. He gave the Pope not only his 
docrrines, and his ſeat, and great authority, but his 


8 power alſo, which was ſufficient to intoxicate whole 


nations; it worked and fermented in the ſouls of the 
deluded like new wine, and made them ſo drunk, 
that they could not ſee where they were got; it 
blinded their eyes, and made them call evil good, 
and good evil; and, in the end, filled the kingdom 


of the Beaſt full of darkneſs. Theſe falſe gales ; 1 


have 1 ame n and emotions 
31 among 


FRY 
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among the Arminians. The preachers, under the 
influence of the Spirit of Error, with a blind zeal, 
and empty oratory, have ſo worked upon the paſ- 


ions of their audience, as to move the hair of their 


— 


head, and make the blood rankle in their veins : 
ſome have rolled their eyes, others have cried out; 
ſome have kicked up, and others have tumbled 
over. Theſe are commonly called good times; and 
thoſe who can perform this ſort of work are deemed 
powerful men, though in an unconverted ſtare, deſti- 
tute of the grace of God, and enemies to the truth 
as it is in Jeſus. From public calamities, and from. 
theſe dangerous blafts and guſts: of contrary winds, 


which, if it were poſſible, would deceive, blind, 
and miſlead, the very elect, I know of no hiding- 


place but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; rh is to 55 an 


hiding: place from the wind— —- 


Aud à covert from the tempeſt > by wdich's is meant 
the wrath of God, rouzed up and rpg We ſing 
ant revealed in the Law againft it. At the giving 
of the Law, clouds and darknefs appearedę berokening 


kot diſpleaſure againſt the, works of darkneſs: che 


curſes pronounced againſt. tranſgreffors were the 
thunders that rolled; and the flaſhes of fire on the 
mount, repreſented the Divine vengeance againſt 
fin. Thus God anſwered Uracl-i in the e _ ap 
ibu nder. 42 

Upon the 1 brd Jeſus, our ce 4 42987 


| floum fell with: all it $ 88 after which che clouds 


cleared 


1 
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| cleared off, and the glory of a reconciled God ſhone 
forth in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, We have no re- 
fuge from the Avenger of Blood, nor covert from 
the above ſtorm, but the Saviour. When the Law 
awakens and purſues the elect ſinner, this Refuge is 
{ct before him; and hither he muſt fly, if he will 
eſcape for his life, for he can never be ſafe till he 
arrives here. As the Lord Jeſus is a covert from 
the tempeſt, ſo he is to be ; = 
. As rivers of water in a ary place. The fiery law 
revives the fire of /n: the aſhes of dead works, and 
the legal covering of the ſinner, under which his ſin 
+ lay hid from his eyes, blow away, and the whole frame 
of nature ſeems all on fire; at which times the fiery 
darts of Satan often fly thick and faſt, which all to- 
gether are ready to ſcorch the poor ſinner up. 
Sinai ſtands in a barren wilderneſs; and the ſinner 
finds himſelf in a dry land, where no water is, and he 
may go to the troughs of a hundred called ſhepherds 
before he finds any water. But God ſays, When 
the poor and needy ſeek water, and there is none, 
and their tongues fail for thirſt, he will hear them: 
and, juſt as the rock was ſmitten in the wilderneſs: to 
refreſh Iſrael, fo the Spirit points the poor ſinner 
to the Rock of Ages for ſpiritual drink; or, as 
Hagar was directed to a well, where ſhe filled her 
bottle to ſave her ſon from famiſhing by thirſt, fo 
the Spirit directs the ſinner to the Well of Salva- 
tion, where he may drink and live for ever. 


Many 


: 
r To 
oh 


— 
SS; * . . 7 
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Many old watering-places are now becomedry; the c 
Philiſtines have ſtopped up almoſt all the wells that 
our bleſſed Iſaac opened; and we have too many 
who ſet themſelves to dig wells without proper 
ſtaves, and without any direction from the Law- 
giver, ſo that nothing ſprings up nor flows out. 
| Many who began with the name of Chriſt, without 
| the ſpring of his Spirit in their hearts, begin now 
| 
| 
| 


to put even the common notions of him and his 
doctrines out of their heads: his name is ſometimes 
dropped from the cuſhion of their teeth, and that is 
all, which ſhews that even his name is kept at the 
threſhold; and matters will get worſe and worſe. 
We are going into one of che darkeſt nights that 
ever overwhelmed the Chriſtian world ſince the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs firſt roſe upon it; and are got 
: a great many years into it; the ſhadows of the even- 
ing have long been ſtretching out, and a moſt diſmal 
night is coming on. But Chriſt will make a way 
cds his own, and Faith will find her way to him: he 
d promiſed that he will not ſuffer the ſouls of the 
vighteous to familh. The? 1s the Well of Salvation "Mp 
"> 2 
1 As the Shadow of a reer Rock in a weary You ve 
1 Gen ſtruggles will be made by the Man of Sin to 
2 regain his loſt territories in Great Britain; which 
work has long ſince been begun. The Arminian 
Siſter, as ſome call her, is an handmaid to the 


58 7 ©: 2 * * and the barbinger « of Popery;. 
ISS. - they 
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FR are united in the foundation, and Self: righte- 


ouſneſs is the Corner-ſtone in which they both agree; 
and, as to other trifles, ſuch as dolls and beads, 
jumble them together with claſſes and perfect bands, 


and they will agree and unite from the foundation 
to the top-ſtone, and ſo eſcape the violent ſtorm 


that will fall upon Zion and her witneſſes, Rev. xi. 
7,8. But there is another ſtorm impending, that 


ſhall moſt ſurely overtake them; eſpecially apoſtates, 
impoſtors, and hypocrites; for it ſhall only hurt thoſe 
men who have not the ſeal of God in their forebeads, 


| Rev. ix. 4. This appears to be the time when bey 


ſhall wear out the ſaints of the Moft High: and, as 


the greateſt part of the ſaints are in this land, it bids. 
fair to become a weary land; but Chriſt will be zhe 
ſhadow of à great rock in it, He is great, and im- 


_ movable; and it is againſt him that ſuch perſons 


level their united force, againſt whom they are ſure . 


to duſh themſelves to pieces: for this Shadow ſhall 


afford his people a place of retreat, if not ſcreen, SD 


them from the dreadful violence. 
The Prophet having given an account of what, - 
Chriſt.i is to the coming ſinner, and to the tried faint, 


now proceeds to ſhew the work of grace upon E 
hearts of thoſe who fly to this Covert from the ſtorm. © I; 
The eyes of them that ſee- ſhall not be dim. They 


ſhall ſee n in the light of the Law, and ſalvation 


in the light of the Goſpel. - They ſhall ſee their loſt 


Kiste, and the ſuitableneſs of the Saviour. They 


5 ; ſhall 


7 
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ſhall ſee Law from Goſpel, and a blind guide frown 
a ſhining light. 

And the ears of them that bear all kurier 
The deaf ears ſhall be unſtopped: and they ſhall | 
hear the word, and feel the power of him that ſpeaks 
it; and be brought to try the word, and to take 
heed how they hear. They ſhall know the joyful 
found, and diſtinguiſh it from an uncertain one. 
And, above all, ſuch fouls mall take heed how they 
hear, and beware of the leaven of the ſelf-righreous 
Phariſees; which, of all characters, are the moſt arch 
dectivers, and their doctrine is the moſt oppoſite to 
© Chriſt and the grace of God. The Sadducees were 


| 4 moſt wretched ſet of beings, who debited the exift- 


ence of angels and fouls departed, the relurrection 
of the dead, and future rewards and puniſhments; 
conſequently, denied the Bible, and, in fact, made 
the Author of it a Har yet even againſt thefe Chriſt 
never inveighed i in ſo dreadful a manner as againſt 
che ſelf· righteous, hypocritical Phariſces, on whom 


* he pronounced more woes in one chapter, thah there 


are againſt the devil himſelf in the whole Bible. 
© The heart alſo of FL14 raſh for haſty] hull ae 


74 knowledge. The #2/) ſeem to be fuch vf God's 


ele& who, throvgh a blind zeal, violently oppoſe 
the Goſpel; as Paul did ignorantly, in unbelief; or 


as the Epheſians oppofed Paul in behalf of Diana; 


who were counſeled to do nothing rafhjy, as Pant | 


; and his — were neicher robbers of ures | 
1 | 4-00 © 


THE FUNERAL or AMMnt Aust. 13 
nor blüſphemers of their goddeſs, It is the heart, not 
the head, of the ruſb, that ſhall undetſtand know- 


ledge. Experimental knowledge by the Spitit, not 


knowledge in the theory, is what is meant: and this 


underſtanding of khowledge is to underſtand the 


knowledge of God. Let not the wiſe man glory in 
his wiſdom, the ſtrong in his ſtrenpth, nor the rich 
in his riches: But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
that be underflandeth and knoweth me; that T exerciſe 


righteouſneſs, loving kindneſs, and tender mercies, in 


the earth; for in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord. 
Which knowledge, in brief, conſiſts in an experience 
of his powerful arm, in being quickened by his 
powerful voice, knowing his ſalvation by the x 

don of fin, and his goodneſs | in Chriſt by the ade 
of his love. 


And the ton gue of the — ſhall be ready to 
peak plainly, or elegantly. This ſtammerer, as I 
. conceive, is not one who ſtutters of ſtammers lite- 


rally, I do not recollect that the Lord healed any 
of theſe, though he opened the mouth of the dumb, 


/ 


and the eyes of the blind; but rather poor, troubled, 


trembling finners, who are in the dark, and in 
much doubt about their ſtate, whoſe muddy lan- 
guage is neither pure nor plain. Theſe, when their 
eyes ſee clearly, and their ears hear to profit, ſhall, 


under the influence of the Spirit, who creates the 


fruit of the lips, and ſpeaks by them, be ready to 
8 SO about the ſafety of their” ſtate : they 
'B a: mal] 


4 


* 5+ 
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ſhall be at a point, ſpeak with confidence and bold. 


neſs, and uſe great plainneſs of ſperch, about a 


work of Grace on them, and the great truths ot the 
Goſpel revealed to them. And theſe plain ſpeakers 
are oppoſed to thoſe who. conceal their inward 
thoughts and ſecret bane under their tongue, , and 
mutter in evaſive and equivocal terms, fo as to be 
conſtrued to any thing, and underſſood any how, 


When they lie in wait to deceive and beguile the 


ſimple and unwary, God's ſervants. ſhall uſe plain 
. and nothing of bis counſel | ball be kept 
FLEE: Hanns, or 0 ee back. par * ws 
« „ prive... A | 

In this my dye.” we hawk. 7 fiigt and 


150 ſervant of God fully deſcribed, and cheir cha- 
racters fairly drawn, In their dignified character, 
they are princes, the offspring of the King of Zion: 
perſons who rule in the church of God i in judg- 


ment, as perſons in a juſtified ſtate. Being * 


- * 


Chriſt, they are ſecured from the errors of men, and 
the ſtorm of wrath. Chriſt is the Fountain that 
ſupplies them, and the Rock that ſcreens them. 
They are neither blind nor dim -fighted; they have 
eyes to ſee a blind guide, and ears to hear and 
- diſtinguiſh between the oracles of truth and a falſe 
director: they are not ſportſmen of the field, but 
men of the tent; not cunning hunters, but plain 
* who uſe great POR 7 ſpeech, and declare 

| | _ Plaoly 
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plainly &hat they were by nature, and what they 
are hy grace, and who it was that made them to 
differ. 1 22 
Having now ſeen what Chriſt is to ai hd 
what he has done for them, we have in my text 
which next follows the uſe they make of their en- 
liehtened eyes and circumciſed ears. They are to 
ne their Knowledge aright; and not to judge ac- 
cording to perſonal appearance, nor according to 
the ſway of corrupt affections, but to judge rigbteous 
judgment; to take the ſtate of a perſon's heart by 
what proceeds from his mouth, and ſo judge of the 
influence ke is under by the truth or falſhood that 
he utters: for by thy worDs thou ſhalt be juſtified, 
and ty thy wonbs thou ſhalt be condemned, Matt. xii." . 
37. Hence theſe princes are to call men and things 
by their proper names; not to call darkneſs light, 
nor light darkneſs; nor to call evil good, nor good 
evil; nor to put ſweet. for Bitter, nor bitter for 
ſweet ; nor to call holineſs n, nor ſin holineſs. They 
are not to call a falſe ſpirit a good one, nor a true 
ſpirit a bad one; nor to ſay to a wicked man, Thou 
« art righteous;” nor to ſay to theſe princes, c Ye 
% are-ungod/y.” They are not to condemn the juſt, 
nor to juſtify che wwicked—for they, that do either, 
are an abomination to God much leſs to call Chriſt 


Beelzebub, and Simon Magus the Great Power of © 45, 


Cod. Men and things are to bear, and be called by, 
their proper names; ſo that the infants and unſtable 
= 1 ff. 


— 
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in Zion may not be left to halt between two opl · 
nions, but go by Zion's judgment. So ſays my 
text | 

* The vile petſon ſhall be no more ealled liberal, 
< nor the charl {aid to be bountiful. For the vile 


ec perſon will ſpeak villainy, and his heart will work 


« iniquity, to practiſe pocriſy, and to utter RG 
« againſt the Lord; to make empty the ſoul of the 
ic hungry; and he will cauſe the drivk of the thirſty 
<& to fail. The infruments, alſo, of the churl, are 
« evil» he deviſeth wicked devices, to deſtroy the poor 
< with-LYING worde, even when the zeedy ſpeaketh 


night. But the liberal deviſeth liberal things; 


< and by liberal things ſhall he Hand, or be Ha- 
c þliſhed.” In handling theſe words, I am deter- 
mined, by the help of God, to be e wen 


every point. 


I. To give you a difevipiten of: a vile FRY wha 


zs to go by his proper name, and wot a be called 
Tiberal. 


II. Of the cburl, who is not be palmed with the 


name Bountiful, 


III. That a vile perſon is to be known by. his whe 


doQrine—the vile perſon will /pegk ViLLAiny. 


IV. All that proceeds from his mouth, ſprings 
from the irreconcileable enmity of his heart againſt 


che Lord Jeſus. His heart <vill work iniquity, 10 
© ot hoc, and to ure ERROR . tbe 


v. His | 


— 
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V. His drift, in all this, is, 20 wake empty the ſoul 

of the bungry; and he will cause the drink of the 
thirſty ta fail. 

VI. We will conſider the inſtruments that Fa 
uſes in his-miſchief, and the quality of them—2 be 
iyſtruments of the churl are evil. _ 

VII. The ultimate end he aims at is the eternal 
ruin of the juſt, even againſt their own teſftimony. | 
He deviſeih wwicked devices to deſtroy the po with 
hing words, even when the NEEDY ſpeaketh right, 

VIII. We will conſider the character of a prince, 
or one of a princely ſpirit, who rules in judgment. 
He deviſeth liberal things. | 

IX. His firm ſtanding, or pO cn in his 
liberal device. By liberal things ſhall he tand. 

And, Laſtly, draw a few inferences from the 


whole. 


Firſt, then, I am 0 give you a deſcription of a vile 
perſon, who 1s to go by his proper name, * not to be 
called Liberal. 2 


am ſenſible that all men are « by natural corrup- 
tions vile; but my text ſpeaks only of profeffors 


in religion.” Saints and Hypocrites, Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Minifters of Satan, are the only cha- 
raters here meant. Hence one fort are called 
Princes that rule in judgment ; the others are perſons 
that praZife hypocriſy. The one deviſeth liberal © +, 
things, and Jpeaks plainly ; the other works miquity, = 


and Ae villainy. The King of Zion is the grand 
MG ſubject 


W 
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| ſubject of debate in my text; and it is plain that 
there are no neutrals where he comes: men muſt be 
for him, or againſt him; they muſt gather with him, 
or ſcatter abroad; love him, or hate him. Here 
are ſome princes, and ſome vile ones: ſome are 
ruling in judgment under him; others uttering errors 
againſt bim. The one feeds liberally; the other 
makes empty the ſoul of the hungry. The one in- 
ſtructs the poor, and teaches him to ſpeak truth; 

the other d:firoys him with lying man even when 
be ſpeaks right. 

The vile perſon, therefore, is an vc un- 
converted, uninſpired preacher, who is in his ſin, 
and under the influence of Satan; one whom the 
devil uſes in his intereſt to deceive the ſimple, by 
perverting the word of God, and in leading finners 
into rebellion againſt Chriſt, and againſt the grace 
of Chriſt, which alone can ſave them from ſin, and 
from the puniſhment due to ſin. Hence they are 
ſaid firſt to creep into houſes, and then to pervert 
- whole houſes, in order to lead captive filly women 

laden with fins, and with divers luſts and pleaſures, 
ever learning, but never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Such were Eli's ſons; they 
were vile perſons; ſons of Belial: they knew not the 
Lord. Hence the heavy charge Far J have told 


Eli, ſaith the Lord, that J will judge his houſe 
4 for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth: be- 


8 PIES # cavſe his ſons made chemſelves vile, and he re- 


N ſtrained 
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ce ſtrained them not. And therefore I have ſworn 
«« unto the houſe of Eli, that the iniquity of Elis 
c hauſe ſhall not be purged with ſacrifice nor offer- 
ec ing for ever,” 1 Sam. iii. 13, 14. The Lord 
told Jeremiah“ Tf thou take forth the precious 
« from the vile, thou ſhalt be as my mouth,” 
Jer. xv. 19. And we find the vile perſons that the 
prophet had to deal with, and to ſeparate the pre- 
cious from, were in particular the falſe prophets; 
« who told falſe dreams, and comforted in vain;” 
who told the people © they ſhould have peace, and 
te made them truſt in a lye;” who broke the yokes 
of wood, and made them yokes of iron; who op- 
poſed the Prophet Jeremiah in almoſt every meſ- 
ſage, ſmote him, and put him in the ſtocks, Jer. xx. 
3. They withſtood him to the face, and contra- 
dicted him and his meſſage both, with a Thus ſaith 
the Lord, within three years will ] break the yoke of the 
King of Babylon; when it was decreed and declared, 
that ſeventy years were to be the time of their cap. 
tivity: and, even in Babylon, they went on with the 
ſame practice of hypocriſy; and wrote to Shemaiah, 
in the prieſt's office at Jeruſalem, that God had ap- 
pointed him an officer in the houſe of the Lord, 7o - 
put every perſon that was mad, and made himſelf a 
prophet, into the priſon, and into the ftocks; and 
charged him with not executing his office, becauſe 
he had not reproved Jeremiah, or laid him by the 
heels, Fer, xxix. 26. Hence it appears, that theſe 
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vile gerfant are Lying prophets, forgers vf falls de- 
trines, and deceivers of the people; and as they are 
vile in heart, and ſpeak villainy, vile they ſhall be 


2 in their end. 4 will make thy grave, * Ga far 


then art vile, Nahum, i. 14. 
Such. perſons are not 1e be called Libea, leſt; is 
perverting their names, we betray the ſimple into 


their hands to be zcalouſly affected by the, and fo 
be miſled by them, and deſtroyed. This com- 


mand to call theſe perſons by their proper names, is 


not given to the children of the world, nor to hypo- 


crites, or to the children of falſhood, Theſe wil! 


peak of falſe preachers, as their fathers did of falſe 
prophets. - The world loves it's own; and there is 
à woe to the preacher when all men ſpeak. well of 


him, A good name from the world is a ſure ſign 
of a falſe teacher: hence the woe is entailed on all 
preachers that obtain the world's good report. This 


command, to call the vile perſon by his proper name, 

| Is givento'the princes who rule in judgment, and to 

the houſholdof faith, ruled by them; who, as ſoon | 
2s they hear this vile perſon utter error ageinſt the 


Lord, or ſpeak villainy, are to mark him, and call 
him a vile perſon from the villaimy that he ſpeaks, 


| and deteſt and contemy him as ſuch: Fur by bis words = 
| be Hall be condemued. Nor can they be called true 


citizens of Zion, or loyal ſubjects and faichful-rulers | 


1 nader Zion 's King, till they do. “He that abides 
3 INI Tabernacle, and dwells an his Holy | 


RED x | 3 1 | 
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ce Hill, is one that walks uprightly, and worketh 
« righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. 
% In whoſe eyes 4 VILE PERSON ig CONTEMNED, But 
ce he bonoureth them that fear the Lord.” Pſalm xv. 
The ſecond branch of this firſt head is 6 
He is not to be called liberal. God, who has fixed 
his name, calls him a vile perſon; and we are to know 
him to be ſuch an one by his doctrine, and to call 
him by his proper name as ſoon as we hear him 
ſpeak, or publiſh bis vi/lainy. Not but that a falſe 
preacher may be as profy/e with his lyes as a Prince 
is with the truth: yea, and more ſoz for good ſeedſ- 
men ſometimes fleep while the devil, by theſe men, is 
buſy ſowing tares z and the more oy ans the 
| heavier their puniſhment. | 5 
Liberal, in my text, implies Free. A liberal foul 


js one renewed and upheld by a free Spirit; who, in 


my text, is a ſpiritual Prince, the ſon of a King, and 
of a Queen, by adoption and grace; a free-born fon 
by a ſpiritual birth; a ſon of a free woman; a fres 
citizen, made free by the truth, whoſe heart is en- 
larged by divine love. But this vile perſon is not 
' renewed by the Spirit, but under the influence of 
Satan. He that «#ters error againſt the Lord, can- 
not be made free by the truth, The liberal ſoul ſhalt 
be made fat, and he that waters ſhall be watered alſo 
bimſelf. But a falſe witneſs is a cloud without rain, 
a well without water: his end is to deceive, beguile, 


ſtarve, and 4g 0 the 5 of the poor with lying 
| words, 
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«words, or by ſpeaking villainy, and uttering error 


againſt the Lord; and, as he makes empty the ſoul of 


the hungry, and cauſes the drink of the thirſty to fail, 
it is perverting his name to call him liberal. Nor 
is the diſtribution of the alins of ſuch a deceiver to 
be called liberality. Sinners love ſinners; the de- 
ceiver loves the deceived. All he aims at, in his 
alms, is to gain a good name, or human applauſe; 

or as a bribe to obtain heaven; or to open a way to 
enthrone himſelf in the affections of the poor, that 


he may circulate his errors among them, and betray 


their ſouls into the hand of the father of lyes. God 
Jeves a chearful giver : but this vile perſon is not an 
object of his love; nor can he be the chearful giver 
that Gop approves, becauſe he is an enemy to Hin, 


and utters error againſt Him. A vile perſon God 
calls him; and ſays, hs ſhall not be called liberal. 


Secondly, We were to confider the hurt, who is 
not to be dignified with. the name Bountiful. 0 

I believe this account to be taken from the affair 
of Naval and David—when David ſeat. his ſervants, 
to greet Nabal, in his name, at the time of ſheep- 
mearing, when himſelf and his men were, in great 
diſtreſs and want—who railed on them, aſking them, 
8 Who is David? and who is the ſon of Jeſſe? 


| « There are many ſervants who break away from 


14 their maſters now-a-days. Shall I then take my 


10 meat and my drink, that 1 bave | Prepared for my 
ec ſhearers, 


Ss 
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«© ſhearers, and give them to men whom I know not 
© whence they are?” This was the return David 
met with for guard.ng his flock with his ſoldiers 
from thieyes and wild beaſts; and for being a wall 
to the ſhepherds, and to the ſheep, by night and by 
day. David was to be the father of Chriſt, and was 
one of the greateſt types of him in all the Bibles 
His followers, who joined themſelves to him, con- 
ſiſting of ſuch.as were in diſtreſs, diſcontented, aud is 
debt, were: emblemaical of the poor, to whom the 
Goſpel is preached; and of troubled, diſtreſſed, and 
diſcontented ſouls, who are deeply in arrears: both 
to the precept and penalty of the Law; who betake 
themſelves to the King of Zion, who becomes the 
Captain of Salvation. over, them. And, juſt as 
churliſh Nabal railed on David, calling him the ſon 
of Jeſſe; ſo this vile perſon, this churl in my text, 
rails at Zion's King; he ſpeaks villainy, and utter 
errer againſt him. And as Nabal, by refuſing ſuſte- 
nance to David and his troops, endeavoured to ſtarve 
them all together; ſo theſe vile ones refuſe to ſubmit 
io, or honour the King of Zion: they bring no pre- 
ſents to him; they neither feed Chriſt, by aſcribing 
'glory to him, nor his members themſelves with the 
word of truth, but aim at ſtarving them both; or, 
as my text ſays, they utter error againſt the Lord, to- 
mate empty the ſoul of the hungry, and to cauſe the 
drink of the thirſty to fail» they rob Chrift of his 
glory, and his _ of their bread. A charl, lite- 

rally, 
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rally, is an unpoliſhed countryman—and fo the 
churl in my rext is unpoliſhed, unrenewed by grace, 
A countryman; not of the heavenly country, not a 


citizen of Zion. He is in the fleſh, not in the Spirit. 
No ſcholar: he is not taught of God; he is deſtitute 


3] of divine tuition, which is true learning and polite 


literature in the beſt ſenſe. The churl is a /elfiſb 
niggard. And fo is the churl in my text. He is ſelf. 
willed, and a curſed child, Self is his God; Self is 
his righteouſneſs, his firſt cauſe, and laſt end. He 
is born of the fleſh, and ends in the fleſh. He loves 
bimſelf above God; and ſeeks the honour” that is 
due to God, and to him only. He ſets up his wiſdom 
above the word of God, by uttering error againſt him. 
He enthrones himſelf in the conſerences of poor weak 
peoßle, which is the ſole-prerogative' of God; and 
Speaks villuiny, and profiifes bypoctify, to do it. And 
dae claims the honour and praiſe of the people, which 
is due to none but the Moſt High; and makes uſe 
cas my text ſays) of evil inſtruments, to get it. 
As Nabal was in the Holy Land, and among 
_ God's profeſſing Iſtae!; ſo this Nuabal is the pro- 
feeling world. And as Nabal is called a ſon of Belial, 
ſo this falſe teacher is called, in God's word, a child 
of the devil, and a miniſter of Satan. Nabal is his 
name, and folly is with him; and he is as drunk with 
che wine of fpiritual fornication, as Nabal, of old, 
55 was with ek. and ſuch vile perſons ſhall die as 
| SY * 
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wn -nfibly in their errors, as he died A in his 
druakenneſs. 

This churl ſhall not be Pele wich the name 
| Bountiful. God has not given him a bountiful heart, 
nor a bountiful eye. His heart is decenful; he 
practiſes hypocriſy. His eye is evil, it isfer againſt 
| the Lord, and againſt the poor; and though he 
crouches and bumbles hissſelf, it is that ibe poor may 
fall by his ftrong ones, by the devils that help him; | 
for he ſeeks to diſtroy the poor with lying words, (with 
_ doctrines of devils) even when the needy [praketh right. | 
He hates the Lord, and the poor in ſpirit; he has 


nothing for theſe ; no honour for God, nor food for 


his people; his bounty never reaches to the poor and 
needy, Nabal's feaſts were for his drunken com- 
panions; ſo this churl triumphs with them, made 
drunk with error. His food was prepared for his | 
ſhearers; fo this churl hates all but thoſe who aim 


to ſtarve the Lord's flock, and to ſtrip his ftieep of - 


their beautiful cloathing: the everlaſting richteouf- 
neſs of Jeſus imputed to them, and which is upon ali 
the Lord's ſaints, and which this churl knows, and it 
makes him deſperate. He ſhall not be called Brunti- | © 
ful: his foul has not returned to it's reſt, nor has God 
dealt bountifully with him; he has not committed 
to his truſt the true riches, the treaſures of grace, 
the precious promiſes, the benefits of the croſs, and 
the glorious truths of the Goſpel. The doctrines 
of God are not put into kis earthen veſſel, therefore 


* 


be cannot have perfect charity. He has. not te- 
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ceived the gift ; therefore he cannot miniſter the 
ſame, as a good ſteward of the manifold grace 
of God. A man that utters error againſt the Lord, 
who -makes empty the foul of the hungry, and 


. ſeeks to deſtroy the poor with lying words, ſhall 


not be called Bountiful. A Churl, Nabal, a Son of 


Belial, or a Child of Folly, are his proper names, 
and by theſe he ſhall be called. 

This leads me to conſider my third bead, which 
is to ſnew - 

That a vile adn is to \he known by bis vile 5 
8 The vile perſon will ſpeak villainy. My text 
does not deſcribe this vile perſon by any outward, 
atrocious crimes, ſuch. as open profanity or im- 


morality the devil would be divided againſt him- E 


ſelf, if this was the caſe : the unclean ſpirit goes out 
here—he is deſcribed and called a vile per/on, from 
his /peaking villainy ; and a, churl, by his being in 
the fleſh, truſting in himſelf, and being a ſelf-ſecker, 
His heart i is ſaid o work iniquity, which is to be 
concluded from bis pradtiſing hypocriſy; and that 


which deſcribes his ſoul, and compleats his cha- 


racter, is his uttering error againſt the Lord; by 


| which be makes empty the ſoul of the bungry, cauſes 


the drink of the thirſty to fail, and aims to Aeſrey 


the poor with tying words. Hence it appears, that 


a good man is to be known by the good things 
which proceed, out of the good treaſure. of his 
heart; as the evil man, out of the evil treaſure of 


his 
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ks heart, is ſaid to bring forth evil things: which 
the Lord's queſtion confirms Hor can ye, being 
evil, ſpeak good things? And, indeed, if the heart 
is made good by grace, the converſation and life 
muſt be good; for a good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, nor can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. Hence it appears, that a gracious heart is 
to be known by gracious words, which miniſter 
grace; a good heart, by the good and wholeſome _ 
truths of the Spirit; a true heart, by the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs; and a ſound heart, by ſound 
doctrine and ſound ſpeech, that cannot be con- 
demned. A ſpiritual man is to be known by his 
being a miniſter of the Spirit, by whom God com- 
municates the Spirit of Grace to others, which is 
God's ſeal to the commiſſion of the man, and a ſure 
ſign of himſelf being ſealed. A man in Chriſt is 
to be known by his good converſation in Chriſt. 
A whited wall, a painted ſepulebre, the prudent in 
their own ſight, the pure in their own eyes, a grave 
that appears not what it is, a platter clean on the outs 
ſide, an outward appearance of righteouſneſs, a form 
of godlineſs, blind zeal, neglecting of the body, 
voluntary humility, will-worſhip, and ſtraining at 
gnats, are all to be found on the Phariſee, who. ia 


farther from the kingdom of God than publicans or 


harlots, He may uſe fair ſpeeches; but, if he does, 
it is to make merchandize of ſouls: he may honour 
God with his lips in prayer, and other ways, But his 
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heart is far from bim: he may walk cireumſpeclly 
in appearance, but it is in craftine/s; and ſay 
« Stand by; I am bolier than thou!” and yet be a 
 fmioke in God's noſe: and he may handle the word of 
God, but it is deceitfully; yea, be rebuked for de- 
claring God's ſtatutes, and taking his covenant in 
his mouth, becauſe he hates inſtruction, and caſts 
his word of truth behind his back. When he uſes 
fair ſpeeches, it is not his natural converſation; it 
is not according to, nor conſiſtent with, the inward 
ſtate of his ſoul, the bent of his will, and the prin- 
ciples of his heart. The habitual, the accuſtomary, 
the native language, of a vile perſon, is villaim, 
Hing words, and uttering error againſt the Lord; and 
all that he aims at is his own applauſe, and the 
damnation of God's elect; or, as my text ſays, to 
deftroy the poor with lying worde. A man in the 
flcſh muſt ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour : his ſcent re- 
mains in him, he is upon his Jees, his ſcent is not 
changed, Jer. xlviii. 11. He cannot ſavour the 
things that are of God, but thoſe that are of men: 
he cannot make manifeſt the ſavour of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt is act all in all with 
him: /eff is ſo far from being denied, that ſelf-will, 
ſelf-righteouſneſs, and felf-ſeeking, are all in all. 
Self-willed are they, (ſays God) curſed children; and 
by ſuch vile perſons the ſovereign and good. will of 
. _ Godin Chriſt Jeſus is oppoſed, while the ſelf- will 
7 3 is 3 This is a dam- 


nable 
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. hable error uttered againſt the Lord. The ſelf- 
willed are the ſelf-ſufficient and ſelf-righteous, who 
truſt in themſelves thas they are righteous, and de- 
ſpife others that Chriſt has made of and who aps 
knows their hearts: and ſuch perſons -idicule the 
perfect obedience of Chriſt, call it imputed "nonſenſe, 
and ſet up their own dead works, performed under 
the ſentence of death and damnation, in oppoſition 
to it; and ſo Iſrael of old ſought righteouſneſs, and 
failed; while the elect attained to it. | 
Thus a vile perſon is to be known by his villaings 
an enemy to God, by the error that he utters againſt 
him; his hatred to the King of Zion, by his oppo- 
ſition to his reign; his living in the fleſh; by his 
feſhly favour; his being a ſelf-willed, curſed child, 
by his doctrines of free-agenty ; his being a ſelf- 
righteous Phariſee, by his debaſing the righteouſneſa 
of the Lord, and exalting his own; and his hatred. 
to God's elect, by his trying to deſtroy them, not 
with carnal weapons, but with falſe doctrine; or, as 
my text ſays, with Hing words, even when the needy 
ſpeaketh right, They ſpeak right in oppoſing his 
errors and villainy, and by calling upon him, as he 
calls himſelf a Preacher, for the pure Goſpel to feed 
their needy ſouls, which is the proviſion of God's 
houſe, and what he has provided for the poor and 
; needy,” The Goſpel, and promiſes of ir, ate the 
$513 — 2 breaſts 


* 


” 
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breaſts that the free mother i is always to ſuckle ber 


children with. | 
This vile perſon often deceives by a counterfeit 


experience. Being a bond- child under the Law, he 


calls his Iegal bondage a work of ſpecial Grace; and 
ſometimes he will talk about being © ſhook over 
« hell,” but can never deſcribe ſalvation from it, 
nor his being ſhook out of his lyes and ſelf. 
righteouſneſs. The motions of ſin, which are by 
the Law, and which work in his members to bring 
forth fruit unto death, are called the plague of the 


human heart. The perpetual Jaſhes that conſcience 


gives him for his villainy, or errors againſt the 
Lord, are termed the Law in the members warring 
againſt the law of the mind. When there is a ceſſa- 
tion for a while from the rebukes of Heaven, and 
the accuſations of conſcience, then this vile one is 
perfect in the fleſh, has obtained the ſecond bleſſing, and 


walks in the peaceable paths of wiſdom. When he 


feels himſelf in the arms of the devil, and the wrath 
of God at his heels, this is the fight of faith with 
Satan, and the hiding of God's countenance. If the 
Poor and needy bear their teftimony againſt him, 


this is the contradiction of ſinners, and a taking up 


and bearing the croſs; and when he is juſtly buffeted 


for his faults, or rebuked by the juſt for his lyes, 
this is called Julfering perſecution for righteouſneſs 
Jake. Thus he denies, and is an enemy to, all righte- 
-ouſneſs, but his own, Reſiſting the truth, is called 


2 ng 


* 


Wh, zz, 8 — * 
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dypoſing errors; and ſetting himſelf againſt the teſti- 
mony of the juſt, in behalf of his own lyes, is called 
contending for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints. 
When the affections of nature are ſtirred, or the paſ- 
ſions moved, this is called She operations of the Spirit. 
When the wrath of God flaſhes.in his face, this is 
called knowing the terrors of the Lord, which drives 
him to perſuade men; and when he can repreſent . 
glorified ſaints in the great day, with all their preſent 


paſſions, weeping over their loſt children and friends, 


till the audience cry out“ This is powerful 
« preaching!” and when conſcience confounds him 
for his villainy, it is called frong oppoſitions againſt 
the good work be is engaged in. And when God 
ſenſibly fetters his ſoul, as he did Balaam's, it is 
called the oppoſe tions of the fleſh; which lead him to 
enforce the doctrines of mortification, by abſtaining 
from meat every Wedneſday and Friday, at leaſt. 
Thus the vile perſon is to be known by the doctrine 
that he advances: his habitual, his accuſtomary, his 
native language, is villainy. This leads me to my 
fourth head; which is to ſhew, that all 
Which proceeds from his mouth ſprings from the 
| irreconcilable enmity of his heart againſt the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. His heart (ſaith my text) ill work 
miquity, to pratti iſe hypocriſy, and to utter error againſt 
the Lord. Here we have 
, The inward labour of his beart; it works 
miquity, | 
„ dy, 
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* 
_ 2dy, The production hammered in that forge ig 
prafiifed in hypocrify, And, 
ah, What is prepared in the heart, and practiſed 
by the tongue, 1s levelled at che King of Zion; be 
wtters error againſt the Lord, I. ſhall begin— _ 
Firſt, With the workings of his heart. That 
which leads him firſt into profeſſion, as a hypocrite 
and a falſe teacher, is. He perceives that a child of 
Zion's King is.a prince; and that he rules in judgment 
in his royal, venerable, and ever adorable Father's 
houſbold. He ſees that the eyes of theſe princes art 
not dim; hence he is pleaſed with them, he follows 
them, and at times rejoices in their light, but it is 
only for a ſegſon. He admires the fluency of ſpeech, 
and plain ſpeaking, which theſe princes uſe, who, in 
my text, are ſaid to _/peak plainly, or elegantly; and 
finding that theſe princes are had in honour, he aims 
at the honour of their office, which is double honour; | 
feigns to be one of the family; and, like Simon Ma- 


Sus, would buy the Holy Ghoft, in order to cuta 


figure, by commanding the Power of Heaven to 
work miracles to gratify bis humour, that he might 
gain a name, by running away with the glory of the 
power, which is due to God only. In proceſs of 
time, he finds that the Goſpel ſyſtem levels the ſinner 
in the duſt, and keeps him there; that it excludes 
all being that the greateſt labourer is nothing 
that free grace muſt have the'honour of all that is 


cath in theſe Princes, or done "Y them; that thoſe 
whg 
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who honour Chriſt, he will honour, and none elſe; 
that the mean man muſt be bowed down, the haughty 
humbled, and the Lord of Hoſts only exalted; that 
the wiſe man muſt become a fool; that the weak are 
to ſay, J am ſtrong;“ that the periſhingy ſelf- 
condemned ſinner, is nigheſt the gate, and the moſt 
righteous Phariſee the fartheſt off; and that a hum- 


ble and meek ſoul, comparable to a little child, is 


greateſt in the kingdom of heaven, while he that 
makes fleſh his arm is curſed of God, and lighter 
than vanity; that the laſt are the firſt, and the firſt + 


laſt; and that many be called who were never choſen 


at all; and he that thinks himſelf to be ſomething, 
is nothing in God's account, but only deceives his 


own heart, and his religion is vain, This diſpenſa- -. | 
tion he finds, of all under heaven, is the leaſt calcu: 


lated to gratify, feed, or humour, a carnal, ambitious, 
and aſpiring mind. Hence he begins, at rimes; to 
ſhift his maſk, and utter a little of his inward int- 
quity; or, (to keep to my text) he begins to prac- 
tiſe the iniquity that his heart works—which the 
Royal Family begin to perceive, and reject, being 
jealous of their heavenly Father's honour, and wiſh- 
ing themſelves to be nothing, fo that the King may 
be all in all. But the hypocrites in Zion, which 
often are the majority, appear to approve and ap- 
plaud the bane, or, as my text ſays, the lying words 
that he ſpeaks. Hence he proceeds with caution, 
till the princes appear quite obſtinate, and the con- 
. trary | 
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' trary party call out for Barabbas. Now the net that 
has been ſpread has caught the fiſh, and the end is 
anſwered. Zion's King allows of no rival, his doc- 
trines admit of no boaſting; therefore hoſtilities muſt 
be cammenced againſt Jeſus. His decrees, his ſo- 
vereignty, his diſcriminating grace, his particular 
redemption, his reſiſting the proud and favouring 
the humble, gall his ſoul, chafe his mind, and work 


im up to deſperate rage. Now violence muſt be 


offered to his doctrine, and a company of rebels muſt. 
be muſtered together againſt his princes, in order to 
oppoſe their teſtimony, and ſo to pave a way for the 
exaltation of fleſh and blood, and carry on the war 
begun between Cain and Abel, renewed between 
Hagar and Sarah, revived between the Phariſees 
and — and which will be finiſhed 5 2 
himſelf. - - 

This charts is Fate that the Lord has lod 
nothing for him, nor wrought any glory i in him. 
And Satan knows it too; therefore the unclean ſpirit 


goes out of the man ; he willingly withdraws, that 


the churl may garniſh his own houſe; and put a 
glory upon himſelf, by ſweeping and decorating the 
clay cottage, and by white-waſhing the walls of it. 
HFfis heart having thus worked iq uity, he now 


3 ene „ | g 


Secendiy, To oi, FOI iG. F irſt, ha: repro- 
ates che princes of Zion; who are grieved at him, 
PIP: diſcover 
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diſcover him, ſee through him, oppoſe him, reſiſt 
him, and bear their teſtimony againſt him; by which 
teſtimony, according to my text, the needy are ſaid 
fo declare the truth, or to ſpeak right, even when he 
aims to deſtroy the poor with lying words. This open 


rebellion of his alienates the hearts of the Roya! 


Family from him. At which the curious worldling 
begins to admire him; the bond-children approve 
and applaud him; the hypocrites in Zion ſtick cloſe 
to him; and, at laſt, the BAS r ARD CaLvinisTs lean 
toward him, and gradually follow the greater multi- 
tude, and the voice of fame, and at laſt go over to him. 
He being deſtitute of all ſpiritual power, endeavours 

to make up that deficiency by an external order of 
his own deviſing, which ſecures the honour to him- 
ſelf, and keeps his ſlaves in ſubjection; and having 
no inward glory from the Saviour, he makes a ſplen- 
did external ſhew. All internal glory is God's own 
work, and bears the image of God; but the external 
_ decoration of a graceleſs man is the work of man; 


performed after the devil is gone out of the houſe, 


and it bears the image of man. This is the vitals, 
the liver, the bowels, the heart, the ſpring and riſe of 

Arminianiſm. He now finds that his followers and 
admirers require ſomething new in order to entertain 
them. Having never taſted the old wine, new muſt 
be had: and fearing they will depart or go over to 
the Sanctuary ſervice, he ſets up his calves at Bethel 


and Hen and knowing chat the Goſpel ſecures the 
whole 
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whole glory of ſalvation to the King of Zion, he is 
obliged to oppoſe Chriſt's perſon publicly, and op- 
poſe his on lyes to his doctrine, as an Arminian of 
old did, by declaring to profeſſing Iſrael, that his 
calves were the gods that brought them out of the 
Jand of Egypt. Hence it appears, that the practice 
of hypocriſy muſt end, according to wy text, in the 
third particular, which is in— ' | 
Uttering error againſt the Lord. The Lord muſt 
give way, in order for this vile perſon, this churl, this 
Practiſer of hypocriſy, td enthrone bimſelf; which, 
my text ſays, is done by lying words, and ſpeaking 
_ willainy. The ſovereignty of the Lord is the firſt 
thing ftruck at; for, while that ſtands, man can be 
nothing but a mere ſubject: and, while the Lord 
does as he pleaſes with his own, human merit has 
neither room to challenge, nor' ground for boaſt ; 
free - will can lay no claim, nor urge a plea. It is 
neceſſary, therefore, that the vile perſon in my text 
utter ſomething againſt this formidable obſtacle: 
for, while the Lord God of Iſrael is one Lord, who 
works all in all, there is neither room for a co- 


worker, nor for co-works, Befides, this declaration 
of Divine ſovereignty, makes human activity and 


ſtrength nothing at all; it cuts off both feet and 
hands, and renders, man as helpleſs as clay in the 
hand of the potter. It declares, that the heavenly 
race is not to the ſwift, nor the victory of faith to 


= 13 Arong. nor ee ee to men of Hill, nor 
| the | 


7 
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the bread of life to men of underſtanding, In order 
to make a way for the wiſdom, activity, and kill, 
of Nature, to ſtir her powers, ſhake her limbs, and 


act her part, ſomething of villainy muſt be uttered 


againſt this ſelf- abaſing, this ſoul-humbling ArrRI- 
puTz. Hence the Moſt High, in the diſplay of his 
ſovereign grace, is charged with tyranny; and what 
is ſaid of God's purpoſe of election, is unparalleled 


I could the Devil's Law receiye, 

« Unleſs reſtrain'd by Thee: 

5 I could, (good God!) I could W 
% The horrible Decree !”? | 


In this quotation, the Author owns that he never 
had the faith of God's elełt; and that God never 
enabled him to believe in eee Grace en 
is what is really true, 

This decree of Heaven, which God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Spirit, have publiſhed _ 
and declared in the Divine Qracles, and which is the 
ſecret that was revealed to the hearts of his prophets 
in all ages, and which /ecret is with the righteous, _ 
is here called the Devil's Lat. If this defree he the 
devil's law, it is eaſy to ſee where the reproach falls, 
and to what this vile ſpeaker has compared his Maker, 
te Out of thy own mouth,” ſays the Saviour, “ will 
6e judge thee, thou wicked ſervant. For by thy 
| tc words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words 
15 * thou ſhalt be + condemn” The fool is to be con- 


demacd 


- 
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PT 


| demned for his follyz and the wiſe child, for his 
wiſdom, 1s to be juſtified. 


In the above quotation, the: reader may ſee har 


is meant in my text by a vile perſon, who ſpeaks 
_ villainy, whoſe heart works iniquity, who practiſes 


hypocriſy, and who utters error againſt the Lord, 
to deſtroy the poor with lying words, or frighten 
them from hearing of ſovereign Grace, from making 


their calling and election ſure, and from rejoicing be- 


cauſe their names are written in heaven, by hearing 
this vile perſon call 1255 doctrines the Devil's 


In this my text, we ſee the embrio, conception, 
formation, birth, maturity, public appearance, and 


open rebellion, of Arminianiſm, The next thing 
that ſtands in the way is particular Redemption, 
Which is a clear truth of the everlaſting Goſpel, 
God has choſen Zion, not the world; and ſays, 


e Zion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment, and her 


<.conyerts. with righteouſneſs ;* and none of theſe 
Hall ever periſh; it is not their Heavenly Father's 
will that they ſhould ; he has ſworn that he will not 
be wroth with them, nor rebuke them, T hey are 


redeemed from under the Law,. and from wrath to 


come, and ſhall never be damned. Deliver him 
from going down to the pit,“ ſays God, “ for I 


e have found a Ranſom.” They are ee from 


 thez power; of the grave, and redeemed from death. 


"hs Tok ſays—“ J lay down * lie for my ſheep.” 


£ * #% 
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But to ſome he ſaid— You are not of my ſheep: 
« you believe not, becauſe ye are not of my ſheep.” 
| Theſe are redeemed ones, called the frft-fruits unto 
God, not the vintage of the wicked : they are re- 
deemed from among men. All men are not re- 
deemed; they are ſheep, not goats. None could 
learn that glorious ſong af redemption but thoſe 
redeemed, and called out of the nations. © Thou 
« haſt redeemed 4s out of every nation, kindred, 
« people, and tongue, and haſt made us unto our 
« God kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the 
« earth.” This is the Redemption that the Bible 
reveals, and the Redemption that all the prophets, 
apoſtles, and ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, ever preached; 
and this vile ſpeaker, in my text, calls them all— 
- prophets, apoſtles, and cen of the devil 
that advance 1 It. | = 
« Hear the old beliſh 8 roa 5 
% For all, the Saviour did not die; 
For only you, and not one more, 
«© My children, who believe my lye ! 


« Fs children anſwer to his call, ; 
© And ſhout—** Chriſt did not-die for all 8 


— 


5 


Ho can a faithful ſervant ſay, that all are 2 
livered from going down into the pit, when Chriſt 
ſays, the gate that leads to deſtruction receives 
many? And how can they ſay, that all are redeemed _ 

from death, when the Lord ſays, they are but few 

who find the gate that leads to life? And how can | 
they ſay, as this vile ſpeaker does, that © many are 
cc in 


* 


* 
© ** 
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* in hell for whom Chriſt died,” when the Scrip. 
tures declare, that * the ranſomed of the Lord ſhalf 
return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and ever- 


| cc laſting j Joy upon their head * and that they ſhall 


obtain Joy and gladneſs, and that forrow and ſigh- 


' Ing ſhall flee away? which, according to common 
| ſenſe, is ſo contrary to weeping, wailing, gnaſhing 
of teeth, lamentation, mourning, and woe. This 1 
will fay, that thoſe who are among the ſpirits of 


Juſt men made perfect, hold particular redemption; 


for they ſay—* Thou haſt redeemed us from among 


« men;” and will ſing this ſong in the new heaven 
and in the new earth. Whereas univerſal redemp- 
tion was never believed, even in hell; can you make 


: them believe that they are redeemed from cud 


and ranſomed from the pit, who are already in the 
bottomleſs pit, and enduring the ſentence of eternal 
death? Never! till this vile perſon in my text can 


bring them all to Zion with ſongs; which will at 
once remove the gulph fixed, and cauſe everlaſting 
torments and everlaſting deſtruction to have an end. 
In this doctrine of hae the ind is paid for wh 
ot but ſure to none. 


6 


Thus, reader, the ben of Jehovih is charged 


with tyranny; and the free-will of man, with his 
Jenity, is exalted. His abſolute choice of his people 
; called the Devil's lye, and a horrible deeree, The 
perfect righteouſneſs which the Surety wrought out, 
and which our Great Creditor accepts and imputes 


* 1 I 
4 * 
A 4 
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to the debtor, is ſtiled imputed nonſenſe. Predeſtina- 
tion to adoption and future glory is no ſecurity; for 


we may be children of God to-day, and children 


« of the devil to-morrow.” This vile ſpeaking re- 
flects upon the invariableneſs of God, the immuta- 
bility of his counſel, the eternity of his love, the ſta- 
dility of his covenant, and the veracity of his oath and 
promiſe ; and reflects the ſame upon the atonement 
of Chriſt, the ſufficiency of his ſacrifice, the value 
of his interceſſion, and upon the whole work of the 
Spirit of God. Thus the vile perſon in my text 
works iniquity, practiſes hypocriſy, ſpeaks villainy, 
and utters error again the Lord: which ny me 

to conſider _ „ 


t̃tbh, His drift in all this. I is to make my 
the ſoul of the hungry, and he will cauſe the drink of 
the thirſty to fail. The things w which the hungry 
foul hungers after are— _ 
Firſt, Righteouſneſs, which the Spirit © convinces 25 
him 2 and which he makes him feel the need of, 
both from the ſentence of the Law, and from the ac- 
cuſations of his own conſcience, An unrighteous DF 
man is condemned by the Law, an unrighteous man 
is condemned by his conſcience, an unrighteous man 
cannot ſee his Judge, an unrighteous man cannot 5 
| Rand in the judgment, an unrighteous man cannot 
ſtand in the congregation of the juſt, an unrighteous 
man cannot enter the kingdom of God; and by na- 
ture, God ſays, there is none righteous, 10, not one ; 
there 
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there is none that doeth good.” The awakened ſinnef 


ſees and feels this; and, therefore, hungers and 
thirſts after righteouſneſs :' and the Saviour fays, 
Bleſſed are ſuch, for they ſhall be filled. 

Secondly, He hungers after Chriſt, the Bread of 
Life; and that which ſharpens his appetite is the 


fear of death, and dread of damnation ; the fear of 


periſhing in his ſins, and the fear of eternal baniſh- 
ment from the preſence of God, and the glory of 


his power. Such poor awakened ſouls have ſome- 


times a beam of light datting in, anda gleam of hope 
Karting up; but theſe often ſoon withdraw again, and 


all is diſmal. Such an one runs from place to place, 


crying in his heart, Who will ſhew us any good?” 


Theſe vile perſons in my text often get hold of ſuch 3 


and, inſtead of preaching Chriſt, they tell him to 
work out his ſalvation; but do not tell him, that 
Sod works in him either to will or to do. They 
bid him ariſe, and ſhake himſelf from the duſt; hut 


duo not enforce the promiſed arm of the Lord. They 


bid bim up, and be doing; but deny that God 
| works all our works in us. They tell him to ſet in 
as a co-worker with the Spirit; but what is a poor 
wretch, who is covered with ſin, and deſtitute of 
power, to do, or to get from ſuch doctrine as this! 

"how can the prodigal be received, but in the beſt 
robe, which is not brought forth! How can he be 


fed, unleſs the fatted Calf be ſet forth as killed be - 
| fore him, or uolelſs latisfaction for ſin by the ſa- 


1 crifice 
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crifice of Chriſt be deſcribed and enforced! How 
can he be wedded without the ring of eternal love! 
Or how can he fit as an approved gueſt at the mar- 
riage-feaſt, without a wedding-garment! And how 
is he to make his calling and election ſure, if the 
| whole counſel of God is kept back! In ſhort, how 
can a ſoul be brought nigh to God, to love God, 
or even to entertain a thought worthy of him, under 
a man whoſe heart works iniquity, whoſe tongue 
practiſes hypocriſy, and who ſpeaks villainy, utters 

error againſt the Lord, and ſeeks to deſtroy the poor 


with lying words! So far is ſuch a vile perſon fromm | 


feeding the hungry, that he robs, plunders, and 88580 | 
away, the very food from thoſe that are fed; or, as 
my text ſays, he makes empty the ſoul of the hungry; | 
that is, he ſtrips him of what he has got; he plunders 
him, blinds him, ſtaggers him, ſtumbles him, con- 
founds him, imbitters him; and brings him into 
bondage to the law, to the fleſh, to ſin, and to the 
accuſations of Satan; and ſets him down, like the 


prodigal, with the ſwine, or the wild aſſes in the | - > <oHh 
wilderneſs: and, if he can zealouſly affect ſuch ” Se 


hungry ſoul, he will lead him in his chains wherever + 
he pleaſes, until ſuch time as the Spirit of God ope- 
rates upon his heart; then he burſts his bonds, and 
knows, by ſad experience, what it is for. the Phili inet 
to be upon him. This churl will not only make jy ; 
the ſoul of the hungry, but - | 
He will * the drink 5 8 thirſty 15 fall The 
| . drink 
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drink of the thirſty foul is the efficacy of the Saviour 

blood, or the atonement of Chriſt received and en- 
joyed under the operations of the Spirit of Grace. 
The water of life is che quickening energy of the 
Spirit; and the river of God's pleaſure is the love of Ml 1 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, which is felt under the influ. g 
ence of God's Spirit, and which fills the foul with Ml & 
* peace, ard divine conſolation, in believing. But Wl 6 
s pardon and eternal peace with God, through the b 
4 | Blood of the Lamb, are denied by this vile perſon; Ml 
E. and as the everlaſting inhabitation of the Spirit is , 
RY e and denied "alſo; and the doctrine of the n 
eternal love of God reprobargd; and the gift of eter. 1 

nal fe exploded, by aſſerting that all theſe things IM 1; 

: may be forfeited and loſt the dreadful conſe- is 

' quences attending ſuch ertors muſt be, that divine 2 

_ refreſhment, the pute ſtream of life, and peace, will 5 

de rarefy found. Such perſons, ſpeaking evil of the Wl ( 
+ truths and ways of God; hypocrites intreaſitg; the g 
3 World appfauding the candour and Phflanthropy of Wl i; 
Vile men; weak ſouls halting between two opinions; ſ0 

or between right and wrong; BasTaxbCarvinisrs, ; te 

vo formetly favoured ſuch, but recanted, and bote ff « 

„ teſtimony againſtthem, retutning like the dog, and « 


4 jo 1 / 


*  Heking up che old vomit; loſing "their legal zeal; I << 
and all their eye: ſipht; appeating afreſh'to favour WM” 
Cin old cauſe, and beginning to bring forth their 25 
ſtrong reaſons againſt the King of Jacob, and going * 

1 898520 over to the children of the fleſh. And, on of 

; the nc 
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ge other hand, thoſe, who bear their ſtedfaſt teſti- 


mony againſt their lying words; being reproached 
with rancour, ſpleen, a bad ſpirit, and the want of 


charity. Times will get worſe and worſe; the light 


will gradually withdraw; the ſun will go down over 


the prophets; the ſhadows of the evening will ſtretch 
out; grievous wolves will creep forth, Who will not 


pare the Bock; the truths of the everlaſting Goſpel, 


by the villainy of theſe men, will be brought into c- 
ve and «he WHEN of? two cities may, and 


Ss ©L# *- A 


not 1 a pute ſpring when they come-there, All that 
theſe vile perſons aim at, is to conceal the bread of 


life, and to obſcure the pure lightof the Goſpel, (which 


is 4 perfect glaſs, and in which we diſcover what they - 


are) and ſo to bring on a famine, not of, bread, nor of 


water, þ but of. bearing the word of the Lord. When: 


God is inſulted, the Saviour oppoſed, and the Spirit I 


grieved, the life and power of the Goſpel will be 


ſenſibly withdrawn, and a miniſter of the Spirit; 
ſcarcely found. However, ce when the poor and 
© needy ſeek water, and there is none, and their 
10 tongue falleth for chirſt; I.“ faith the Lord,“ will 


8 hear them; and I, the God of Iſrael, was not * 
ui fake them.” We come now.— | A g F = 8 


1 Gebe To- ae 2 aue uſed 1 in this 
miſchief, and the gue/ity of them. - The infiruments 
of the churl are evil. The inſtruments of a good © 


. if, The 


miniſter are 


% 
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1}, The Shepherd's crook; commiſtion;| power, ai 
— from Chriſt, and ſpiritual power from the 
Lord attending the ſhepherd and his work; which 
N "ſerves to catch and hold faſt the loſt ſheep of the 
bleouſe of Tirael, and to take hold of and bing 7 

* el ones which are gone from the fold. 

8 24, A wholeſome tongue ſeaſoned with ſalt, which 
cetves to communicate the words of grace: Which 
1 tongue is a member of the body, and in the Lord: 
L | ſervices: it is an"infirument of righteouſneſs. e 
| 825 34%, "The weapons of our warfare, or ſpiritual 
HTS " Taftrumenits © of war; ſuch as, the helmet of a good 
MP | hope, the ſhield of faith; the ſword of the Spirit 
0p the breaſt⸗ plate of e the 385 of truth, 


| * 
Ke. &c. . PRA 


Aby, A ſet of » warm, "zealous, Lively. — 

"of the church; who are ſound in faith, of a ſound 

| mind, and ſound in the truth; who win others by 
55 "their good converſation. in Chriſt hold forth. the 


« word of life, and are inſtrumental ; in bringing ſinger 
.40 the knowledge A hint 


4 "Ia 


But the inſtruments of this Cu URL, are vil, "He 
was never converted, to God, 7 never born of God, 
nor commiſſioned or authorized by God, It was 
pride that puffed him up into the pulpit; and the 

father of lyes furniſhes him for it, and keeps him at 
it. He divines by a lying ſpirit; and holds his goats 
| * the bands that hold Ns cs the dnp his 
{ fins, 


A 
, 


th 
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| ns. An arrogated office, an aſſumed authority, 
the influence of a ſpirit of deception, and his artful | 
bonds of CLAssESs and BanDs, are the inſtruments of | 
this. fooliſh ſhepherd, (Zech. xi. 15.) by which he = 
rules. The joints and bands that hold Chriſt's body | 
together, and all the body to the Covenant Head, 
are ſpiritual, and not carnal, and ſuch bands as this 
vile ſpeaker abſolutely denies. His evil tongue is 
the Harp razor by which he works dectiifully; or, as 
my text ſays, with which he ſpeaks his villainy, and 
utters error againſt the Lord, The inſtruments, or | 
| weapons, of his warfare, are; firſt, a brazen brow. | 
| WW chat is the helmet of this hypocrite, - Self- righte- | 
WH ouſneſs, and a ſeared conſoience, are his breaſt-plate;z 
confidence in the fleſh is his ſhield, and the bond of. - 
iniquity his girdle. His deceitful tongue is his Bent oy 
how for lyes; and his vile ſpeeches, or hitter wordt | 
againſt God, are his arraws.. The laſt ſort of tools, MF ,.” | 
or inſtruments, are ſuch as are under the ſame ſpirit, © 
ol deception; who are armed with prejudice againſt / "> 04s 
the truths of God; who will ſee with no other eyes 
but his; and who. will ſacrifice both conſcience and 
common ſenſe, rather than incur the diſpleaſure of 
this anointed bramble, who is to be the only ſhadow uf 
all the trees in 2 eee ix. een 
nme l 2 A lan 19%8-£1 A 


7650, Te 0 5 as end ge aims at. Tei is a 
ruin of the Juſt, even againſt, their own teſtimony; _ 
ar, as my text ſays, to deſtroy the poor with lying 

D 4 1 5 | 20rd. 


e 


Dorade, even when the needy fpraketh right." Abe 


ſented God; who, as they ſay, is no Sovereign; who 


in petdirion to-morrow ; who can ſave from hell 
Vitkout full ſatisfaction made to offended Juſtice; 
and who can juſtify a man by an imperſect obe · 

dience. Thus be thinks God is juſt ſuch au one us 


FL the Moft High he takes his refuge. eden 


dience, which he calls #ox/enſe, is uſeleſs and need- 
less, and can juſtify none; that his Spirit wants a co 
worker; and that his omnipotent hand is not a ſafe 


| Chriſt—whoſe latisfaQtion is invalid, whoſe righte- 
ouſneſs i is uſeleſs, whoſe grace is infuffic jent, Who is 


S THE FONERAL or AMANN. 


we may ſee,” that urtering error againſt the Lord, 
[peaking villaim, and lying words, are the ruin and 
- deſtra@tion of ſouls. The leaders of this people," 
ſays God, © cauſe them to err; and they that are 
« bed of them are deftroyed.” '- Such are led to make 
lyes their refuge, to take Welter under a miſrepre. 


is mutable, and changes according to the lazy or 
working frame of the fallen creature; who chuſes and 
refuſes the finner, according to the worthineſs or 
worthleſſnefs of him; who is fo fickle in his love, a 
that he may be in his favour to-day, and be drowned 


Amel; and under ſuch deceptive 8 of 


. Chriſt is falſely repreſerited—As; eharfutialatich 
wn to Juſtice, by his ſacrifice, is not an eternal 
ſecurity from vindictive wrath; that his active obe- 


and an eternal hold, Thus, by ſetting forth-@ falſe 


bale in bis mind, changeable in 22 will, weak in 


, I 
* 
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his government, wavering in his counſel, and fickle 
in his love he hides himſelf under falſhood; and, 


by exalting fallen man, he brings the ſinner to truſt 
in another lye. Surely men of lom degree are vaniiys 


and men of high degree are a LYE, Pal. Ixii. 9. In | ; 


exalting the freedom of man's will, the ſufficiency 
of his own. obedience, the power of his own arm, 
his capability of attaining to perfection, and making 
his ſalvation to depend on, and his ſtanding to con» 
ſiſt in, certain conditions, which were never con- 
tained in the Scriptures of Truth, and which in the 
Goſpel he could never point -out—This is his at» 
tempting. to deſtroy. the poor with lying words x 
which ſhews us, that forgers of doctrinal lyes, thoſe 
who truſt in a lye, and all who make yes their re, 
Huge, and who under Falſbocd hide themſelves, are, 
as well as the Phariſees of old, of their father the 

Devil, and will perifhy.in their own deceivings. For 
into the begveniy Jeruſalem ſhall nothing enter that 
laveth aud maketh: a he; yea, all ſorcerexs, whores 
mongers, and liars, ſhall have their portion in tha 


lake of fre. THGE 8 r of 1 Bec 21 | 


vices . — 
© I dine the I bag! ns The foi 

ricually poor are ſuch as cannot pay their own debts, 
and ſo fly ta the Surety; who can have no confis 
dence in the fleſh, nor find a home in themſelves, 
and ſo embrace the Rock, for want of a ſhelter ; bo 
cannot work out a 3 of their o. and 

- Wa; . 


— 
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fo fly to Grace and the Gift of Righteouſneſs; (Rom, 

v. 17.) who are humbled to beg the bread of life a 
Mercy's door ; and who live dependent on the gra- 
cCious bounty of their God for every ſupply, who of 

his unmerited goodneſs has provided for the poor, 
Theſe are the poor perſons that he aims to deſtroy 
with Hing words, even againſt their true teſtimony; 
or, as my text ſays, even when the needy ſhea tell 
right. The needy are ſuch as depend on the Lord 
for wiſdom, ſtrength, and direction; for ſupporting, 
- quickening, comforting, grace; and for every pro- 


miſed ſupply of help and ſtrength, to enable them 


to live ta God, to diſcharge every duty, and to per- 
form every good work. This ſerves to ſhew us, 
chat ſuch are not truſted with a ſtock in hand, nor 
left to ſtand or fall 1 the i Fiprovewent« of ay own 


| gnome 8. 


bs 78 N 90 underſtanding. Wo K he does not, cannot feed 


Tpbeſe ye ones . rigbt, when they tell othen 
7 er God has done for them, revealed to them, and 
Vrought in them; and fo contradict his lying words 
by their own teſtimony. - They peak right, when 
they tell ſuch wile per/ons that God never ſent them; 
that they are deceivers, and are deceiving thetnſelyes 
and others; and that they are trying to ſtarve or de- 
ſtroy God's poor and needy. And they {peak right, 

Then they call for, and demand, the fincere milk of 
the Word, the pure bread of Life, the wholeſome 
truths of the Goſpel, and to be fed with knowledge 


00 
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the ſheep; he is an hireling, or a thief, and ought to 
be put out of the fold; but, if the goats keep him in, 
let the ſheep come from them. * He that does not 
6 believe, ought not to ſpeak:” he that is not in 
che Covenant, ſhould not take it in his mouth. 
What has he to do to declare God's ener who 

: has no law in his heart? 

Which brings me to conſider the Prince that mien 
in judgment, whoſe eyes are not dim, and whoſe cir- 
eumciſed ears hear the Lord's voice, and who 5 

-bearkens to the joyful found ; who underſtands ænot- 
ledge, and whoſe tongue ſpeaks plainly all the ſenti- 
ments of his heart; who conceals no part of the 
counſel of God; who is at a certainty about the 
ſtate of his ſoul, and at a point in his doctrine; who 
ſpeaks in faith, and. with confidence; and who * 
| rag the whole counſel of God. Or | 


$tbly, According to his laſt character draum i ia 

my text, he is one of a liberal device. The liberal _ 
ſoul deviſetb liberal things, As the ſon of a King, 

he has a tincture of divine royalty in him; as 4 
prince, he is one of a princely: ſpirit ; he is a noble, 
and has a nobleneſs of mind; a ruler, and rules in 
judgment, magnifying his office, and living up to 
his royal character. He receives every good and 
perfect gift from the King of heaven, who. gives 
liberally, and upbraideth not. And, therefore, he 
keeps public days, a good table, and an open houſe, 
0 a comers and goers, and all at the ſole coſt and 

| —_ 7 
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charge of his royal Father and Sovereign, od ; 
heir of all things, and who deteſts a niggard, a miſer, 
à covetous ſervant, a contracted ſpirit, and a narrow | 
heart, in his houſhold. © He is a liberal foul, and 
e js made fat; and as he waters, he is watered alfo 
e himſelf, . Freely be receives, and he freely gives,” 
le endures all for the elect's ſake; he ſpends all he 
has for the good of his fellow-citizens, and would 
ſpend more, if he had it: he would gladly ſpend, 
and be ſpent, for the good of others, 2 Cor. _ 9: " 
He does not ſpin out his text on a wheel, for fear of 
wanting cordage for the -tabernacle; nor refuſe to 
purſue his ſubject, fearing a future want of wire for 
| his harp. A perpetual ſpring is a perpetual fupply. 
He ſhall not be careful in the year of drought; nor 
hall he know when heat cometh. He deals not out 
his matter by the ounce; nor watches the clock like 
tbe bireling that waits for the ſhadow. He ſpeaks 
fully upon each ſubject ; and, if his incomes are 
great, he continues his ſpeech till midnight, and 
after this breaks bread, and talks till break of day, 
and truſts in his Father for à freſh ſupply. While 
the cruſe ſprings, he pours away till the veſſels are. 
full, and the oil ſtays, without any reſerve for a rainy 
ay or without any fear of ſtanding till for the. 
want of proviſion, or of ſhurting up houſe for the 
; ite of remittances. He gives a portion to ſeven, 
, "od alſo to eight, without conſidering the evil of 


_ or war that may in Tous: be'in the earth. 


> 
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The independant, who keeps houſe at his own ex- 
pence, or is at board - wages, muſt proceed with 
Caution, and not live beyond his income: but the 
Heir of Promile lives at the expence of the Giver of 
all things; and the more he ſpends, the more he has. 
He that ſcatters Small get increaſe;, and be that witb- 
holds more than is meet, it tendeth to poverty. 
The things which his heart devi/es to bring forth, 
are, the free and unconditional promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel; the free gifts and bleſſings of the Covenant of 
Grace; the promiſed Spirit, which is freely promiſed 
and freely given; a free ſalvation and juſtification, 
freely by the grace of God; freedom and liberty 
from the Law; freedom from the deſtroying power 
of ſin, from Satan, from death, from wrath, from 
hell and damnation ; and freedom of acceſs to God, 
freedom and boldneſs with Him, and a full and free 
welcome to Him, to Chriſt, and to the waters of 
life; to take all freely, without money and without 


price. When he deals in theſe things, he knows | 


what he ſays, and whereof he arri1RMs; for all theſe 
things are the liberal gifts of God. Theſe are the 
 emvard devices of a- prince that deviſeth liberal things; 
ho is of a free ſpirit, and -blefſed with an ee 5 
heart; who receives a free Spirit, free Grace, and is 
a miniſter of the Spirit, and a good ſteward of che 
manifold grace of God: while the churl is cloſe-fiſted, 
narrow-hearted, mealy-mouthed, and wholly ſhut up; 
eee any of m_ . are prin crying: 
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out. ee We are not all of a colour! there are ene- 
&« mies here!“ his heart is never enlarged, nor his 
mouth opened, unleſs his audience conſiſts of 'the 
blind, the ignorant, the phariſaical, and the hypo- 
critical. To theſe Ziphites, to Doeg the Edomite, 
or to the Witch of Endor, Saul's heart is enlarged, 
and his mouth is opened; but to David and his 
friends it is always cloſed, even to his own ſon Jo- 
nathan, and to his daughter Michal, if either of 
them favour the cauſe or 2 of the ſon of 
e 

This Liberalicy- in my text is not n 
liberality : for a man may give away all his goods, 
and yet be nothing; nor is a prince or ruler eſta- 
bliſhed by that, though it is a good fruit. But. 
to return to the Churl— Indeed, he has no liberal 
thing in his heart; and, therefore, cannot deviſe 
to bring ſuch things forth. They deal in Vs and 
But's; in free-will, moral righteouſneſs, human 
perfection, eaſual grace, uncertain vocation,. and 
precarious redemption: all of /atanic original and 
human device, contrived and appoſed to the counſel 


and will of God. Bur the latter will ſtand when the 


former gives way. There are many devices in a man 
heart ; but the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall fland- 
Such poor churls have the old vail on their mind, 
and the legal voke on their neck; the ſhackles of 
auilt on their ſpirit, and the fear of death in their 
| 3 + : while God rebukes, them, and reſiſts them, 

Ps | | for 


THE FUNERAL OF ARMINIANISM. 61 


for their pride and preſumption; and they oppoſe 
God for their rebukes. Not ſo the Prince: he digs 
into the mines of the glorious myſtery and, an | 
he finds a vein of Goſpel truths, all linked rogether 
wich the chain of—7 cu; and, You ſhall; Tea, yea; 
and, Amen — here he knows what he ſays, and 
whereof he affirms: he finds firm ſtanding himſelf, 
and ſure ground for others; he preaches the Goſpel 
according to the Divine command, does the work 
of an 2 and makes full proof * his mi- 
niſtry. 
HFaving akin the liberal things of Lo 7 
Prince, I come now— 


+ . To treat ol his foot-hold, his Randing: ts 
eſtabliſhment. By liberal things ſhall he ſtand: heh 
ſhews, that the vile perſon who utters errors, and 

| ſpeaks villainy, ſhall not fland in his own righteouſ- 
neſs; he falls at the feaſt, for want of a wedding- 
garment. He that makes fleſh his arm is curſed of 
God, and ſhall not ſtand in the judgment. The 
houſe built on the ſand ſhall not ſtand. Thoſe that 
i build a tower, without counting the coſt, will find 
their language confounded, and their building de- 
| moliſhed : but the liberal, by liberal things, fhall 
and. God choſe him in Chriſt, called him to 
Chriſt, and he preaches Chriſt; and, as the dearly | 
beloved of God, he ſhall ſtand faſt i in Chriſt: He 
is a partaker of Grace; has been a good ſteward of 
the manifold grace of God; and has accels i into this 
| grace 


8 

_—_ 

„ 
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grace wherein he ſtands, and muſt ſtand. He i is a 
juſtified perſon, and ſhall ſtand in the judgment; 
and, as a righteous perſon, he ſhall ſtand in the ge- 
neral aſſembly, in the great congregation of the 


righteous: he ſhall ſee God for himſelf, and not for 


another; and ſtand in his own teſtimony, and not in 
the teſtimony of another. He has been made free 
by the truth, and has preached the truth as it is in 
' * Jeſus; and the gates ſhall be opened, that the righte- 
aus nation, and all that keep the truth, may enter in. 
As he is to ſtand by liberal things, it implies that, 
by the liberal gifts of God, by his free grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus, he ſhall ſtand-or be eſtabliſhed; and 
not by his own works, however many; nor by his 
own fruits, however good: how much leſs by the 
works of the Law, or his obſervations of it! nor by 
the conditional promiſes of that covenant which 
" eſtabliſhes nothing but the perfection of it's author, 
and the eternal puniſhment of the tranſgreſſor. The 
preachers of it know not what they ſay, or whereof 
they affirm; and, if they cannot eſtabliſh their own 
doctrine by it, it is not likely that themſelves ſhould 


be eſtabliſhed by it. By faith the prince ſtands in 


tis world; and, by the riches of grace in glory by 

Cbriſt Jeſus, ſhall he ſtand in the next. It is God 
that founded Zion, not man; and the Hiphe/t himſelf 
fall eftabliſh 373 and al her 1 69055 not _ 
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You have heard, in this ſubject, what God ſays of 
falſe teachers. He has here given us an account of 
their inward eporkings, and outward practice; of their 

| barred to him, and their aim at-the ruin of us; The 
inward working of their hearts is iniquity. Their 
open practice is pocriſy. The object of their hatred, 
Cod; they utter error againſt Him. The ruin of the 
ſaints: they deſtrey the poor with lying words; Which 
ſhews that falſe doctrine deftroys ſouls. Their proper 
names, according to my text, are Vile perſons; 
erroneous men. Curls; enemies to Chriſt, Who 
ſpeak againſt him. And liars, who ſpeak lying 
words. They are not to be called liberal, nor boun- 
tiful. Their doctrine is called iniquity, villainy, 
bypocriſy, errors, and Hes. To ſtarve the juſt, and 
to quench the Spirit, are to be the dreadful effects 
of their curſed deception: They make empty the ſoul 
of the hungry, and cauſe. the dy * * the e to 
1 
My dear friends, I am jealous over you with- 
1 godly jealbuſy, I have eſpouſed you to a good 
« Huſband, that I may preſent you as a chaſte virgin 
to Chriſt. But I fear leſt by any means, as the 
11 Serpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtlety, ſo 
*© your minds ſhould be corrupted from the fimpli- : 
e city that is in Chriſt, by adhering to them that 
&« preach another Jeſus—for if ye receive another 
© Spirit that ye have not received, or another Goſpel 


« that ye have not accepted, ye may well bear wit 
' : 3 * ſuchs E, 
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* ſuch. Dear friends, beware of theſe Papifts in 
diſguiſe; beware of theſe Arminians; beware of theſe 
Scribes and Phariſces, hypocrites; and Beware of 
the leaven, of the candid leaven of them, 251 c is 
hypocriſy. 
Nor let the voice of fame, the applauſe of the 
world, in the leaſt ſway you. The hypocrites admire 
falſe teachers, as the Saviour tells you: they will 
ſpeak well of them; ſo did their fathers of the falſe 
prophets. Theſe vile perſons, as my text calls them, 
are generally ſtiled, by worldlings and hypocrites, 
men of candour; men of liberal ſentiments; men of 
moderate principles; men of philanthropy, of cha- 
ritable judgments; men open, and of generous minds. 
But God, who is the beſt judge of their hearts, gives 
them other names: and the children of Zion are not 
to call them, nor yet their ſentiments, liberal. 
The Pope has obtained as many good names as 
the Arminian. He is called Papa, Univerſal Biſhop, 
Head of the Church, Key-keeper of Heaven, Our 
Lord, his Holineſs, Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, Peter's 
Succeſſor, &c. &c. But he is nothing the better 
for all theſe—he is the Man of Sin, the Myftery of 
- Tniquity, ſtill. The Church of Rome is called the 
Holy See, the Holy Church, the Holy Mother, 
the Bride, the Lady of Kingdoms, the Queen of 
Nations but ſhe is not one morſel better than her 
. Arminian ſiſter, who juſtifies herſelf as much-as ſhe; 
. * who le her, by building upon the ſame 
Wok > foundation. 
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foundation. The former canonize thoſe that are the 
moſt profound in deception, as the latter perfect the 7 
ſelected or perfect band. 

My text tells you, my friends, 1 vi denen 
are to be known by their villainous ſpeeches, and ly- 
ing words; which is, uttering error againſt the Lord. 
If the Arminians have a will of their own to chuſe 
Chriſt, let them deſcribe the Chriſt that they have 
choſen; and, if he be not a Sovereign, and the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, it is an idol of their own imagi- 
nation. If the Free- agent has a power to come to 
the Lord, let him point out one that ever came by. 
this power, without being drawn by the Father. If 
ſalvation be not wholly of free grace, let him fhew 
us one that ever was ſaved any other way: and, if 
ſalvation be conditional, let him ſhew us what the 
condition is, and where it is. If human works have 
ever ſaved any, either in whole or in part, then it is 
of him that willeth, and of him that runneth; and 
let them ſhew us who this willer and runner is, that 
got the prize. If imputed righteouſneſs is not the 
only juſtifying righteouſneſs of all God's ſaints, let 
them ſhew us one that ever got to heaven without it. 
And, if their fleſhly works are ſufficient, or muſt be - 
added, let them tell us who they were that obtained 
righteouſneſs as it were by the works of the law, and 
lid not fumble at that tumbling Stone. And, if re- 
demption by Chriſt, which is redemption from 
1 1 and the p77, be univerſal, let them prove that 

8 the 


— — — — 
74 


66 THE FUNERAL: OF ARMINIANISM.. 


the gate which leads to deſtruction has admitted naue. 
And, if Chriſt laid down his life for any more but 


the ſneep, let them point out the redemption of the | 


goats. And, if falling from grace be true, let them 
ſhew when the righteous were forſaken, (Pſal. xxxvii, 
25.) and where the righteous were cut off, Job, xxix, 
19. And, if they are perfect in the fleſh, how they 


dome to die the common death of all men; or, who 
ever periſbed, being innocent, Job, xxix. 19. And, 


if they deny that they hold any ſuch doctrine, then 


let them inform us upon what foundation their per- 
fall band has ſtood for ſo many years. And, if all 


thele dollrires are not deZFrines of devils, lying words, 
the practice of bypocrify, errors againft the Lord, and 


intended to deſtroy the poor and needy ; then let 


them er me a liar, aud male my pech not org 


worth. 
Some of. you nl * 10 4 his cloſe ——— 


i, « this harſh dealing, will never do. Prophefy ſmooth 
e things, propheſy deceits. A little more candour: 


5 you will drive away half your congregation.” 
As the Lord liveth, my greateſt fear is, that I ſhall 
not drive away the rotten- hearted, the Baſtard Cal- 


 vinifts, from among you! I would ſooner preach to 
fifty pious fouls, than to ten. thouſand hypocrites, 


though I had a thouſand pounds yearly for ſo doing. | 


Il want none in communion with us, who do not o 


the Lord Jeſu Chriſt de, and in eruib; nor 
| | thall 


& 43 } 
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bal I ever be * as the Lord's mouth, unleſs I take 
e forth the vile from the precious.“ And, if honeſt 
and faithful dealing; if declaring, without ſhunning, - 
the whole counſel of God, will do it; I am deter- 
mined (God helping me) to effect it. y 

Our Arminian ſwears, that he is moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſubſcribes the ſame articles that ! 
did. Let us compare them with his doctrine. 

Original fin ſtandeth not in the following of Adam, 
(as the Pelagians ſo vainly talk) but is the fault and 
corruption of the nature of every man that naturally 
is engendered of the offspring of Adam, &c. &c. 
This is an article which the Arminian ſubſcribes, 
Hou does this agree with the doctrine of Perfection, | 
or the baſis of the Perfect Band? — 

The condition of man, after the fall of Adam: is 
ſuch, that he cannot turn, and prepare himſelf, by bis 
own natural ſtreugth and good works, to faith, and 
calling upon God, &c. This article the Arminian 
ſabſcribes.. How does this agree with Free- will and 
human Power to. chuſe or waar come to COT: 
or ſtay away!? 5 

We are accounted right26i; deſors God, only 4 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by 
faith, and not for our own works or deſervings. 
Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith only, is a 
moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
My Tent is another Merl one 1 e 

. E Hor 
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How does this agree with what the vile perſon | in 
my text calls imputed nonſenſe ? F-1 
Predeſtinaltion to life is the everlaſting purpoſe of 
God; whereby, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, he hath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 
ſecret to us, to deliver from car/e and damnation 
thoſe whom he hath cheſen in Chriſt out of man- 
kind, and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting 
fatvation, as veſſels made to honour. This article 
the Arminian ſubſcribes; and what a conſcience muſt 
men have, to ſwear in God's name, and ſubſcribe 
with their hands, to this article, and never believe 
in it! yea, call it the Devil's law,' and a horrible 
| decree! And, if this decree © brings men by Chriſt to 
« everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to honour, 
« then where is the doctrine of felling from grace— 
of being children of God to-day, and children of 
* the devil to- morrow— and of many being 1 in hell 
„ for whom Chrift died? 
The vile perſon in my text obſcures the Juſtice, 
truth, holineſs, and immutability, of God, and mif- 
repreſents him. He ſets forth a falſe Chriſt, who 
is not a Sovereign in his reign; who is not the ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs of his people, as a Surety, 
who is not immutable in his love, as God; and as 
| Having not perfected, for ever, them that are ſancti- 
fed by his blood, as a Prieſt; and as not being 


Victorious over Satan and ſin, as a King. He pre- 


— tends to the Spirit of Truth while he ſpeaks lyes; 
| he 
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he mimics and counterfeits the operations and joys 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; he oppoſes every truth eſſential 
to ſalvation, ſubſcribes the above articles, and ſwears 
he is moved by the Spirit; he gives his hand and 
oath againſt his own foul, ſwears falſely, and be- 
comes a perjured perſon againſt the Holy Ghoſt: 

thus making himſelf one of the worſt of liars, by 
ſubſcribing, "and then denying, the truths of the ever- 
laſting Covenant; and all to gain a name, and ſer 
up a party, by uttering errors againſt the Lord, and 
to deſtroy his own followers, and, if it were poſſible, 
the very elect alſo, with lying words. This is the 
character of a vile perſon, whom the hypocrites call 
a Man of Candour, and of Liberal Sentiment. O 


* my foul! come not thou into their ſecret! Unto 
ce their aſſembly, mine honour, be not ws FR. 
“ united!“ * 8 * 


My dear friends, when you hah the - Baſtard Cal- 
viniſts, whoſe heads are at Zion, and their hearts 
at Horeb, crying out Such live Arminians, 
« but do not die Arminians!ꝰ then let them ſhew 
their repentance, and works meet to prove it to be 
genuine. Peter's repentance, and David's repent- 
ance, ſhall be as conſpicuous as their fins. The 
Arminian, or, as my text ſays, the vile per/on, if ever 
he be ſaved, his recantation thall be as public as his 
| deſperate rebellion in uttering errors againft the 
Lord; and his repentance as public as his public 
ſtubbornneſs and obſtinacy, If any of God's peo- 


70 THE FUNERAL OF ARMINTANISM. 


ple err, they muſt be reſtored and reclaimed, before 
they go hence. They that erred in ſpirit fhall come 

10 underſtanding ; and they that murmured ſhall learn 
doctrine. They muſt: be. converted from the error of 
their way, or die in their deception. Thoſe that 
practiſe hypocriſy, and utter errors againſt the Lord, 
to deftrov the poor with lying words—dying fo, 

they po down into the grave with a lye in their hand, 

A deceived beart bas turned ſuch afide, and they can- 
wot deliver their ſouls, Iſa. xliv. 20. Into the hea 

venly Jerſualem ſhall nothing enter that Þverh and 

maketh a he: and if he that loves and makes a lye 
is ſhut out, then what is to become of them whoſe 
whole practiſe is hypocriſy, and ſpeaking villainy, 
to deſtroy the poor with lying words, even when 
they ſpeak right? 6e All hars,” fays God, “ ſhall 
RG „ have their portion in the late which burneth with 
fire and n where the Beaſt and falſe Pro- 
« phers are.” The Scriptures, my friends, cannot 
be broken: the counfet of the Lord ſhall ſtand firm, 


his word ſhall abide for ever. It is 27a, and Amen; 
not a jot of it ſhall fail; it ſhall never paſs away, 


but ſtand faſt to a thouſand goneragns. Let God 
be true, byt every man à liar. | 
Again, when you hear it reported that ſuch men 
make a comfortable and glorious exit, examine their | 
writings, and enquire for their public repentance: 
_ and, if you find lyes in the former, and no account 
of the latter, my text ſays they are vile perſons; ene- 
mies 
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mies to Chriſt, by uttering errors againſt him; and 
enemies to the faints, by ſeeking to deſtroy them 
with lying words. And when they tell you that 
ſuch perſons depart in peace, let them ſhew you that 
ſuch made their calling and election ſure; that they 
were called of Gqd, pardoned by blood, and juſtified 
by imputed righteouſneſs, and made found in the 
truth. The ele& are /ons of peace, and ſo peace 
comes upon. them, Such are called to peace in 
Chriſt, who receive pardon, and go in peace; who 
are juſtified by faith, and ſo have peace with God, 
The effect of righteouſneſs is peace. Righteouſneſs 
and peace muſt kiſs each other; and peace always 
goes with truth, but never with lyes. He that hates 
the truth, never knew the way of peace. Love the 
truth and peace, ſays God. Good is the word of the 
Lord. Peace and truth ſhall be in my. days, ſays 
Hezekiah. But a vile perſon, a worker of iniquity, 
a practiſer of hypocriſy, an utterer of error againſt 
the Lord, a deſtroyer of the poor with lying words, 
ſhall ſuch have peace? There is no peace, JSaith my 
God, to the wicked, Can perſons who live and die 
drunk with errors, with the wine of ſpiritual fornica- 
tion, be blefſed ? Take heed, © left there be among 
* you man or woman, or family or tribe, whoſe heart 
te turneth away this day from the Lord our God, 
to go and ferve the gods of theſe nations; leſt 
« there be among you a root that beareth gall and 
* wormwood, to go and ſerve other gods of theſe 


cc nations. 


a "1 
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5 nations. And it ſhall come to paſs, when he 
* heareth the words of this curſe, that he bleſs him. 
« ſelf in his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, though 
« [ walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add 
e drunkeuneſs to thirſt; the Lord will not ſpare 
* him, but then the anger of the Lord and his jea- 
ee louſy ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, and all the 
© curſes of this book ſhall lie upon him, and the 
« Lord ſhall blot out his name from under heaven,” 
Deut. xxix. 18, 19, 20. And, pray, is not that 
man's heart turned away from the Lord, who utters 
error againſt him? And he that makes fleſh-his arm, 
and truſts in himſelf that he is righteous, is he not 
an adorer of ſtrange gods? And, ſurely, he has got 
à root that bears gall and wormwood, whoſe heart 
works miquity, to Aubry the Poor with bing — 


even when the needy ſpeak right. 
I know what Arminianiſm is: I have felt the 


Fine the leaven, the deſperate rebellion, the curſed 


workings, and the horrid enmity of it againſt God, 
and his Word too. If any leaders of the Arminian 
claſs had found me when I was burdened with ſin, 
and filled with wrath; under the fears of death, and 
at the gates of hell; murmuring and fretting againſt 

God, and fighting againſt the doctrine of election; 
wWaſhing myſelf with nitre, making my heart clean, 


vor king out my own ſalvation, and bringirg in my 


Maker debtor, to ſave me for my dead works ſake; 
I ſhould have been admitted into their ſociety at the 
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_ firſt word; and, if they could have ſeared my con- 
ſcience, I ſhould ſoon have become a leader of a 
claſs, if not a Boanerges in the pulpit. 

Again, my dear friends, when you hear any bills 


| or papers of Grub Street proclaimed, and fold about 


the ſtreets, deſcribing the triumphant death of ſuch 
characters as my text deſcribes; or any avcwals, 
| ſigned by never ſo many perſons; or elegies, or 
funeral ſermons, preached and publiſhed on ſuch 
occaſions: if you buy them, this do—Sit down, and 
take your pen, and draw it through all the fair 
gloſſes, through all the varniſh, that they have caſt - 
upon the narrative, and you will ſee what is left. 
Then compare that with the doctrines they have 
publiſhed, and both with the Scriptures of truth, 
and you will ſoon ſee how they ſtand together, If 
any of God's ele& get into Arminianiſm, they muſt - 
be converted therefrom, ere they go hence. Peter 
himſelf, notwithſtanding his confeſſion of faith, muſt 
be converted from his fleſhly confidence, before he 
was fit to ſtrengthen his brethren, much leſs to de- 
part this life in peace. There will be ſome of God's 
elect even among the Papiſts; but God calls to 
them: and all ſhall partake of her plagues that are 
not called from out of her arms. 
But my friends may pw” If the teſtimony of 
God in your text, concerning every falſe teacher, 
ce be true, and that the Arminian is one of thoſe 
of falſe teachers; then how comes it to paſs, that 
F | ce ſuch 


n * ; 
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e ſuch characters, ſuch unconverted men, Who 
never were converted to God, who never could, 
c who never did, publiſh their converſion; how is 
it that ſuch come to be canonized at their death, 
juſtified in their falſnood and wickedneſs, and 
« that by men fa//ely called Orthodox, who muft 
ee betray the ſimple into their hands, and be par- 
ce takers themſelves of their evil deeds ?' And how 
eis it that pulpits, which once did ring with the 
cc truth, now hang in ſackcloth, at the departure 
:< of the worſt of liars—perſons who have left upon 
e record volumes of lyes againſt their own ſouls ?” 
To which I anſwer—The merchants, traders, 
-rraffickers,” and all that have ſhips, will-caſt duſt 
upon their heads, weep, wail, and lament, as much 
at the burning of Rome, as theſe do at the death of 
the head of the Arminian ſynagogue; when the 
heavens, the apoſtles, and prophets of the Lord, will 
be commanded to rejoice: over her. Beſides, they 
are not all converted men that are called. Goſpel 
Miniſters, nor yet one in twenty: they may begin 
in the Spirit, when the Spirit never begun in them; 
the commandment may be delivered to them from 
the pulpit, or by the Pre/bytery, when it never was | 
written on the fleſhly tables of their hearts by the 
Spirit of the living God. If damnable blaſphemy, 
lyes, and villainy, uttered and left upon record, 
againſt God ; if ſwearing falſely that they are moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, when the devil, and none but 
| | the 
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the devil, moved them; if ſubſcribing to doctrinal 
articles, and then reprobating every one of them 
if cheſe are the things that compleat the character 
of a man of God; if theſe are the things that ac- 
company ſalvation, that bring men to a peaceable 
end, and to the crown of glory the Arminian bids 
fair for the prize. Nor can the Jewiſh Phariſces, the 
murderers of our Lord; the ſynagogue” of Satan, 
the Pope, Papiſts, Mahometans, Infidels, or Canni- 
bals, have any thing to fear. For what is there in 
any Popiſh writings, or in the Alcoran, comparably  ; 
to what is to be found in Mr. Weſley's Hymns, or- 
in his Sermon of what he calls Free Grace, preached 
at Briſtol? Can the Devil himſelf, or did the Devil 
ever, utter any thing worſe, or ſo bad, as to call the 
Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things A he/lifh God, Moloch, 
&c. &c. and to declare that the Law of Moſes is 
God's ' Decree of Predeſtination? The decree, he 
ſays, is this“ I /et before thee life and death.” © | 
Reader, theſe children of the fleſh are not the” 
children of God, but the children of the Promiſe 
are accounted for the ſeed; and the ſalvation of 
theſe is of Faith, that it might be by Grace, to the 
end that the Promiſe might be ſure to them all. 
Stand faſt in the Lord, my dearly beloved; left, be- 
ing led away by the error of the wicked, ye fall 
from ybtir own ſtedfaſtneſs. The man that dies in 
his errors muſt be damned, if God be true: and he 
dhat errs from the truth, muſt be converted from the 
error 
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92 error of his way, before his ſoul can be ſaved from 
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death, or the N of u ſins can be en. 
James, v. 19, 20. 

In ſhort, our 8 mongrel 3 
are partly Hebrew, and partly Aſhdod; who were 
the followers of the orthodox Mr. Whitefield, &c. 
ut are now the advocates of Mr. Weſley, &c.— 
give their followers to underſtand, that the ancient 
enmity between the Seed of the woman and the Ser- 
pent has now. ſubſided, and that peace is pro- 
claimed; that the teſtimony of Mr. Whitefield, 
. and all the orthodox, are now invalid; that the 
breach between lyes and falſhood is now cloſed; 
and that they themſelves have been all this time 
impoſing on their numerous followers, by receiving 
One Hundred Pounds per annum for their pretending 


to preach the Doctrinal Articles of the Church; 


when their audience might have been furniſhed with 
Miniſters, of the ſame hearts and ſentiments with | 
e, 5 T welve Fate a FOE: n 


